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More “ THINKING.” 


It is a very curious characteristic-of human nature 
that when a man possesses some unusually prominent 
feature, he should be the first to detect its existence in 
others. Charles Dickens, in the preface to one of his 
books, notices this, and says that if ever he drew a 
character with an abnormal characteristic it was not 
long before someone afflicted with this very feature com- 
plained to him of his drawiug such an untrue and un- 
natural character. 

The little note we wrote last week complaining of un- 
called for abuse in an editorial article of our contem- 
porary has displeased the Editor, and he writes, under 
the title * Abuse is no argument,” another article directly 
accusing us of the very fault which we objected to in 
him. He shows his dislike to the treatment which he 
had meted out to others : but we suggest that he should 
have recognised before he wrote that abusive articles are 
likely to attract a reply. 

The cause of the controversy was Prof. Axe’s book on The 
Horse, to which a number of veterinarians contributed 
articles. Our contemporary went out of its way to be im- 
pertinent to some of these contributors—not as to their con- 
tributions, but as to their general professional lives. It 
said of Professor Axe—‘‘ beyond this book on ‘ The Horse’ 
he has not to our knowledge produced a text-book of veteri- 
nary medicine.’’ It saidof Prof. Shave—* beyond his con- 
tribution to this book, he has not so far as we are aware 
produced a work on “‘Anatomy.’’ Of Mr. Hunting the 
comment is—‘‘ beyond his little book on ‘ Horse-Shoeing ’ 
anda brochureon ‘ Glanders,’ we do not know ofany other 
work this gentleman has written for the student or practi- 
tioner.’’ Of Mr. John Malcolm theslur is “* Weare unaware 
of his literary contributions in book form to veterinary 
medicine.’’ These deprecatory remarks we considered as 
answers to the question ‘‘ What have they done for their 
profession ?’’ and we expressed our opinion that cxcept as 
narrow and common abuse they had nothing to d» with the 
subject, but were gratuitously impertinent. 

The explanation offered by our contempory is ‘‘ what we 
objected to was that such gentlemen as Professors Axe and 
Shave and Messrs. Hunting, Malcolm, and Leeney should 
assist in the production of a book which is calculated to 
cause a decrease in the clients of their professional brethren.’’ 
To this we say that the contributors are not responsible for 
acts of the Editor or Publishers of a many-volume books. 
Their work must be judged on its own merits or demerits, 
and general abuse of them should not be indulged in until 
itis evident that they have done wrong. We believe Prof. 
Shave wrote an anatomical article, Mr. Hunting wrote on 
Horse-Shoeing, Mr. Malcolm on Horse Feeding. Are 
those subjects calculated to injure their professional breth- 
ten? Are they a legitimate excuse for vulgar abuse and 
general depreciation? We perhaps in annoyance and dis- 
gust found other fault with our contemporary, but that was 
on other grounds. For the sake of the profession we 
regret that any of our periodicals should publish abusive 
nonsense and bad grammar. . We are sorry to find that our 
advice was useless. Here is a sentence from our contem- 
porary’s reply :— 

‘ The Editor accuses us of mental muddle, but we would 
temind him that’ one who is fond of diagnosing and making 
4 study of mental disorders often succumb) to the very disease 
themselves. And it is frequently a sign that those who 
fancy they can see cerebral! disorders in another are suffering 
tom it themselves.’’ 

€ italics are ours, but they indicate clearly the value of 
our suggestion—to employ a tutor. 


POISONING BY CARBOLIC ACID AND 
“WEED KILLER.” 


On Monday, February 19th, 1906, at 7.30 a.m., 
I was called to examine some cows (that was all 
the information left for me) three miles away. 

I found two cows dead, four cows ill, suffering 
from loss of appetite, bodies very much enlarged 
through food, constipation of the bowels, and in the 
two worse cases partial coma, breathing below 
normal, temperature 105, pulse very quick and 
weak, mouths very sore, with dribbling of saliva. 
There were also twelve horses upon the same pre- 
mises, six of which were ill, two—a mare in foal 
and a horse—were purging profusely. I informed 
the owner that all the animals had been poisoned, 
but he would not believe me, saying that his ser- 
vants were all old hands, and that he could trust all 
of them. His hay had been grown on his own 
land, so had his turnips; the oats and bran he had 
bought from the same man who had always supplied 
him. 

To settle the matter I gave the four cows one 
pound of mag. sulph. in a quart of warm water and 
half a pint of whisky, and then made a post-mortem 
examination of the two dead ones, finding the 
rumen perfectly full of hay, bran, oats, and turnips. 
There was a very strong smell of carbolic acid, and 
in a great many places the mucous membrane was 
quite loose, and lying upon the contents of the 
rumen. 

February 20th.—The next morning I found one 
of the worst cases (a cow in calf) dead, none of the 
other cows had passed anything but a little urine, 
the in-foal mare still purging, and all the cows and 
six horses unwilling to eat. I again sent purgatives 
and stimulants for the cows and treated the mare 
for purging. 

The owner and his wife, being unable to sleep 
during the night, had looked all over the stables and 
bay loft hoping to find something which would 
elucidate the mystery. They noticed that-a tin of 
crude earboliec a-id and stone jar of weed killer 
were missing, so upon the appearance of the man 
whese duty it was to feed the animals they asked 
him if he had moved them, and he said no. The 
police were then called in and they found the tin 
and jar empty, the man mentioned above was 
arrested, and he then confessed that he had done it. 

February 21st.—I found another cow dead, the 
post-mortem examination showed identical symp- 
toms as the others. The remaining two cows purg- 
ing; all twelve horses were also purging from physic 
given. I now gave tonics and stimulants three 


times every day. 
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The horses became affected in the legs, the worst 
case being affected so badly in both fore legs that he 
could only just be got through the stable doorway, 
owing to his fore legs being thrown out sideways 
instead of forwards, and I was amazed to see him 
strike a man with one of his fore feet as he was 
walking by his side level with his shoulder. Two 
other horses were affected in the hind legs with 
stringhalt. These three horses gradually recovered 
with gentle exercise. 

The culprit was tried at the Grimsby County 
Police Court, when he said he gave the weed killer 
to the horses on the hay and mixed the acid with 
the bran and crushed oats for the cows. I then 
began to account in my own mind for the different 
symptoms, and why the horses were purged and the 
cows just the opposite. He was sent to Lincoln to 
be tried at the Sessions, which I attended on 
ApviF $th-last; he feuded guilty, and was sentenced 
to three years imprisonment. 

In conclusion, I should like to say that I cannot 
understand how these cows could eat crude carbolic 
acid, especially in such large quantities, unless the 
aroma of pulped turnips masked the carbolic odour, 
and it is the first case I have known of any of the 
lower animals eating of their own free will such a 


strong smelling mixture. 
Joun H. Lort, F.R.C.V.S. 


[What was the ‘‘ weed killer.’’—Ep.] 


HYSTERIA IN A MARE CONCURRENT 
WITH CESTRUM. 


By Henry B. Eve, M.R.C.V.S. 


Subject.—Bay mare, eight years old, in season, a 
vanner in good condition, never had a foal, or been 
served by a stallion. 

History.—The driver of the animal in question 
informed me that the mare was always perfectly 
quiet and a good worker, except during the period 
of cestrum, which latter condition came on ap- 
parently more often than was natural, when she 
was sometimes a perfectly unmanageable brute, and 
difficult to approach either to feed, groom or har- 
ness, etc. 

Symptoms.—Great restlessness and excitement 
manifest upon approaching the animal, violent 
kicking and stamping with the hind legs in a most 
persistent and uncontrollable fashion. There was 
grinding of the teeth and clenching of the jaws, 
with some degree of trismus and difficulty in swal 
lowing present when the usual solid food was given, 
which was accompanied by occasional spasms of 
of the voluntary muscles. The gluteal muscles 
especially were hard and prominent. The mucous 
membrane of the vulva and vagina was highly con- 
gested, and when clinically examined appeared to 
be in a very hyperssthetic condition, the former 
being opened and closed in rapid succession. The 
act of urination was performed very frequently and 
abundantly, it being at first pale and watery, but 
afterwards it became scanty, high coloured, and 
joaded with albumen. The udder showed distinct 


traces of mammitis, contained a lot of milk, and 
the mare resented manual interference. 

Diagnosis.—Hysteria. 

Treatment.—I administered hypo. injection Mor- 
phia and Atropine, left a sedative draught conm- 
posed of Chlor. hydras, Pot. bromid, and Ext. bella- 
donna to be given every four or six hours until the 
paroxysms subsided, when I smeared on the udder 
a dressing of Glycerine-Ext. belladonna to relieve 
the mammitis. I gave a dose of physic, and in- 
serted medicated pessaries : Hydrochlor. cocaine) 
twice daily into the vagina to remove the hyperes- 
th The diet was’of a laxative nature, bran 
s, linseed gruel being ordered. The mare re- 
covered in ten days apparently, resumed her usual 
work, and regained her normal temperament. 

Remarks.—I have seen similar symptoms to the 
above present in a female donkey, and once or 
twice in a highly bred bitch, neurotie and inbred 
patients when coming in cstrum for the first time, 
but never before in a mare, hence my reason for 
recording the case thinking that it may interest 
other readers of The Veterinary Record. 


Extracts from Reports of the Chief Veterinary 
Surgeon to the Cape of Good Hope for the 
Six Months ended 31st December, 1904. 


STAFF. 


The following is a full list of the Veterinary Officers 
serving on the Staff at the end of the year :— 
D. Hutcheon, M.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary Surgeon, 
Cape Town. 
W. Robertson, M.R.C.V.S., Bacteriologist, Cape Town. 
J. D. Borthwick, M.R.C.V.S., Senior Assistant, 
Somerset Kast. 
H. T. Armstrong, M.R.C.V.S., Aliwal North. 
T. Bowhill, F.R.C.V.S., Grahamstown. 
W. H. Chase, M.R.C.V.S., Molteno. 
R. W. Dixon, M.R.C.V.S., East London. 
S. Elley, M.R.C.V.S., Cape Town. 
G W. Freer, M.R.C.V.S., Uitenhage. 
A. Goodall, M.R.C.V.S., Worcester. 
C. Goundry, M.R.C.V.S., Malmesbury. 
M. A. Hutchence, M R.C.V.S., Kokstad. 
J. H. L. Lyons, M.R.C.V.S., Fort Beaufort. 
J. Neill, M.R.C.V.S., Vryburg. 
W. G. Pakeman, M.R.C.V.S., Cape Town. 
R. Paine, M.R.C.V.S.,_ Elsenberg College. 
J. A. Robinson, M.R.C.V.S., Knysna. 
J.Spreull, M.R.C.V.S., Somerset East. 
N. Rigg, Trained Lay Assistant, Transkei. 
From tbe above list it will be observed that the pee 
tion has not improved since my last report, 10 “yt - 
Veterinary Staff has been reduced by one, no one bene 
appointed to Queenstown. ” 
Mr. Neill has, however, been placed on the perman in 
staff «nd stationed at Vryburg, the ce tre of an area 
which a veterinary surgeon was urgently requiree. ed in 
Veterinary assistance is, . however, urgently ne i 
the North-western and South-western 
such centres as Beaufort West, De Aar, Cra aa . 
Queenstown. As I pointed ont 1» my last a it is 
areas in which obsenre diseases of stock aad ® 
necessary to have a veterinary surgeon aime 
he may not only to able to attend to the affecte ane the 
at once to watch their symptoms, the course ‘nation 
disease, and to make a careful post-mortem exam 
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of any treatment which he may suggest—preventive and 
curative—and conduct careful observations and experi- 
ments with the view to discovering the originating 
cause. 

The farmers rightly consider that the live stock of the 
country are becoming too valuable, and farming opera- 
tions too precarious to trust any longer to casnal obser- 
vation and experience to solve the problem of stock 
diseases. They claim that it is time that all these pro- 
blems should be submitted to the test of experiment, 
conducted by properly trained professional men. I 
trust, therefore, that as soon as the finances of the 
Colony will admit the additions to the veterinary staff 
which I have asked for will be authorised. 

In connection with this matter, it affords me much 
pleasure and satisfaction to be able to report that I have 
received the cordial co-operationand hearty supportof the 
professional officers of the Staff in carrying ont the ex- 
perimental and practical work undertaken during the 
period embraced by the report. These ofticers, like my- 
self, fully recognise that a great deal of patient experi- 
mental work requires to be undertaken before the treat- 
ment—either preventive or curative—-of the diseases of 
our farm stock in this Colony is placed on such a satis- 
factory basis as to enable us to give advice and direc- 
tions with authority derived from exact knowledge. 

The comparative success which has accompanied 
some of our experimental work already undertaken, has 
inspired the members of the Staff with an eager desire 


of those that die, but he requires to study the effects 


military stock. The spread and severity of the disease 
were very much increased and intensified by the very 
severe and prolonged drought which followed : this re- 
duced the stock to such poor condition that the owners 
who tried to eradicate the disease had great difficulty in 
doing so. There has been a great improvement, how- 
ever, since the disease was scheduled as an infectious 
disease, The greatest ditliculty has been experienced in 
the native territories where it is still very prevalent, and 
where there is great ditliculty in getting the native 
owners to set to work in a systematic manner to get rid 
‘of it. 
_ Since the above was written considerable improve- 
‘ment has been effected. The warm weather was more 
favourable for the proper cleansing and dressing of the 
animals, and as the veld improved, that assisted mater- 
ially in restoring the healthy condition of the skin of 
the affected animals. 

There is still, however, a yreat deal of miange in 
equines throughout the Colony, especially in the native 
territories, [tis very rare also that horses and cattle 
are dressed all over when affected with mange, they are 
siiaply spor-dressed, which is rarely effectnal. Like the 
spot-dressing of sheep for seab, it holds the disease in 
check, but does not cure it. 

It will be an immense advantage to stock farmers 
when there are sufficient dipping tanks throughout the 


Colony suitable for dipping cattle and horses, as well as 


small stock, as it has proved the most effective method 
of curing mange as well as killing ticks. 


to follow these up on a larger scale, but the ordinary 
routine of work including long journeys, which devolve 
upon these officers in their large areas, seriously inter- | 
rupts the continuity of these experiments, and we have 
annually to mourn the loss of opportunities and the 
smallness of the experimental work done. 

To my clerical Staff also I am indebted for hearty and 
loyal support in the conduct of my arduous official 
duties, and gladly testify to the smoothness and regu- 
larity with which the work is done, only too often en- 
tailing lengthened over-time honrs, rendered with com- 
nendable readiness, in order to keep up with the ever- 
Increasing volume of work passed through this office. 
I am pleased to notice also the regular attendance of the 
Staff, and a due appreciation of their respective «duties, 
tending to their credit and to the benefit of the service 


GLANDERS. 


Gianders still exists in a great many districts of the 
Colony, but it has not been nearly so prevalent during 
the six months under review as it was during 
the previous period. Veterinary Surgeon Goodall re- 
ports that within his area embracing the districts of 
Worcester, Ceres, Robertson, Montagn, Riversdale, and 


‘Swellendam, it is becoming better under control, as 


tke farmers are now more on the alert, and report the 
existence of the disease more promptly. 

He considers that glanders has a great tendency in this 
Colony to assume a chronic form, especially when the 
animals are left in the openair. He refers to one inter- 
esting case of the kind. Veterinary Surgeon Elley 
examined a mare in August, 1904, and declared her to be 


generally, 


exhibiting clinical symptoms of glanders. The owner 


did not have her killed, but kept her isolated. Mr. 
MaLartaL CaTARRHAL FEVER OF SHEEP. ‘Goodall examined the same mare on three separate 


Etiology.—This “ Ovine Malaria” was until recently 0°C@s!0ns subsequently, but failed to disco ; 


lieved to be due to a small intra-corpuseniar organism, 


symptoms of the disease, and she appeared to improve 


‘imilar to the plasmodium found in the red corpuscles , ' general condition. She, however, developed —_ 
ofa horse snffering from equine malaria. But in con- “symptoms, and died of glanders in January, 1905. His 


Nicting certain experiments relating to this disease at 


observations led him to consider that the infection of 


| olar.dera ia very rarely contracte the veld. 
Cape Town, Mr. Robertson failed to find the intra- glanders is very rarely contracted on th 


corpuscular organism in artificially produced cases, 


Veterinary Surgeon Paine reports in similar terms re 


which he had previously seen in the blood of sheep on | speeting the decline of glanders in his area, principally 


the East Coast districts affected with malaria. 
“onstrated that the contagium was capable of passing 
through a tested Berkfeld filter. In this respect, as well | 
‘Sin the conditions under which it arises, “ovine | 
malaria” closely resembles horse-sickness. 
‘mentioned in my previous report, Mr. Spreull has 
ready shown that the infective organism of malarial 


s 


fever will live j disease is spread, a farmer 
od ia idive, in the blood of a calf, and this a wr wie horse had recently purchased in the town of 


Stellenbosch, as it had a slight but persistent nasal dis- 


ot in turn becomes virulent for sheep ; it is therefore. 
°be hoped that the serum obtained from the calf may 
Wssess the same properties as that obtained from the © 


pep. This valised | 
however. is hope has not yet been fully realise 


He then due to the stringent measnres which were adopted for its 


n the district of Somerset West, where it was ——" 
wevalent, it was spread principally by a number o 


people who dealt largely in a 
of horse, which they purchased mostly on the Parade 


As an illustration of hew the 


ales at Cape Town. ! th 
requested Mr, Paine to visit 


_had 
harge On examination he found that the animal wa 


‘suffering from glanders, and a post mortem 
revealed old and very extensive glanders disease of the 


‘Jungs, althongh the nasal lesions 
MANGE IN Horses AND MULES. ‘tible. Fortunately, this farmer had kep 


lange or sarcoptie scabies of horses and mules has | f 
=< very prevalent all over the country since the ter- | Pp 
"ation of the war, and the dispersion of the surplus 


om his other horses, hence he suffered the loss 4 0 
urchased animal only. Mr. Paine then visited the 


i ses with 
former owner’s stable, and tested his horse 
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mallein, and one of them reacted to the test. This 
man stated that he had recently purchased the sick horse 
which he sold from a farmer in the Somerset West dis- 
trict, so Mr. Paine proceeded to this man’s stable and 
tested one horse which had been in contact with the 
first mentioned horse for about a year ; this animal re- 
acted also, and was destroyed. On inquiry Mr. Paine 
found that this man had purchased the original glan- 
dered horse from an owner, in whose stable glanders 
had previously been detected. So it would appear that 
this animal cansed a string of three separate outbreaks 
of glanders. Both Mr. Paine and Mr. Bowhill direct 
attention to the fact which has been frequently referred 
to that this loathsome disease is readily communicable 
to human beings. A considerable number of such cases 
of glanders have been reported from time to time in this 
Colony during previous years, and it is very probable— 
as Mr. Paine remarks—that a number of cases of glan- 
ders occur in the human subject, especially amongst the 
coloured people, which are not correctly diagnosed dur- 
ing the life of the patient, and it is a notorions fact that 
a large number of people in this country, partly from 
ignorance of the danger, and partly from carelessness, 
mess about with cases of glanders in a most dangerous 
manner. 

The Mallein Test.—It is satisfactory to note that the 
diagnostic value of the mallein test, becomes more firmly 
established, the longer it is employed, when it is applied 
with due care. 

Its very reliability, however, makes it all the more 
necessary that the use of this diagnostic agent should be 
placed under the direct control of the Government. As 
mentioned in previous reports, several members of the 
Staff have directed attention to the fact that as chemists 
stock mallein and sell it to the general! public there is 
nothing to prevent unscrupulous owners who may have 
horses in their stud which they suspect of being affected, 
tested with mallein, and if any react to the test to sell 
these to the public, and thus spread the disease. The 
same remarks apply to tuberculin, the use of which 
should also be under Government control. 


REDWATER. 


This disease is not so prevalent during the winter and 
spring months, the period under review ; consequently 
there is little to add to what is contained in the previous 
six months’ report, relating to this disease. 

The greatest losses from redwater occur :— 

(a) In districts into which the disease is introduced 
for the first time, before the stock owners have 
taken any active measures to minimise the loss by 
inoculation ; and 

(4) In those elevated districts immediately adjoining 
the permanently infected redwater areas, within 
which the disease is repeatedly introduced during 
the summer months, but the cattle which recover do 
not maintain their immunity, due to the lack of 
continuous tick infection, the temperature being 
sufficiently low, during the winter months, to kill 
the pathogenic ticks. Should no infection, there- 
fore, be re-introduced amongst a herd of cattle 
which grazes within such an area for two or more 
years, the majority of the older cattle would by 
that time have lost their immunity, and the younger 
ones would not have had an opvortunity of acquir- 
ing any immunity, there being no pathogenic ticks 
to communicate it. Hence, when redwater is intro- 
duced into such a herd during the summer months, 
it causes almost as heavy a loss as if the disease 
had never been amongst the herd previously. The 
only safe and satisfactory method, therefore, of 
treating such herds is to inoculate them annually, 
and so preserve their immunity. 


ANTHRAX. 


During the last six months there have been a con- 
siderable number of sporadic outbreaks of anthrax 
throughout the frontier districts and Transkeian terri- 
tories, also in Bechuanaland. A somewhat serious out- 
break occurred in the Baviaans River ward of the Bed- 
ford district. Veterinary Surgeon Spreull attended to 
this and successfully vaccinated a large number of 
cattle, sheep, and goats. Mr. Spreull is of opinion that 
natural inoculation, in a large number of cases, in this 
outbreak, occurred throngh the irritated and abraded 
mucous membrane of the mouth—caused by the action 
of the prickly pears which the animals fed on. He 
states that it was only on the farms which are over-run 
with prickly pear that the disease spread. 

Veterinary Surgeon Dixon reports :— 

“ Anthrax continues to appear in many parts of my 
area. In the neighbourhood of Bolo, Stutterheim dis- 
trict, the disease was very prevalent last September and 
October, and J conducted some experiments there for 
the purpose of testing the efficacy of the vaccine sup- 
plied tothe public. A detailed report of these experi- 
ments was forwarded and the results showed that 
amongst cattle the vaccine does confer considerable im- 
munity when the vaccine is fresh and full doses are 
used. It is most important that it should be carefully 
stored in a cool place and not kept too long.” 


RINDERPEST. 


Iam very glad to be able to report that there has 
been no re-appearance of this disease within the borders 
of the Colony since March, 1903 ; and our previons ex- 
perience justifies us in believing that we need not fear 
any recrudescence of the infection at old centres. Our 
sole danger lies in getting it re-introduced from any of 
the other Colonies. Fortunately it has died out of all 
the Colonies and Native territories of British South 
Africa, and it is to be hoped that the authorities may 
have been able to suppress it in German South-West 
Africa, although the military operations and the forced 
movement of stock greatly interferes with the exercise ol 
suppressive measures. 


THE VETERINARY BRANCH OF THE AGRI 
CULTURAL DEPARTMENT, IRELAND. 


Now that an inquiry into the workings of the De- 
partment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction |s 
under contemplation, it is sincerely to be hoped the pre 
posed inquiry will be general and thorough, embracing 
all its branches. Yet the feeling asserts itself that it was 
only intended to scrutinise the new structures, possibly 
on the presumption that the old Departments, taken 
over and absorbed by the Merrion Street establishment, 
having reached years of discretion, do not now require 
overhauling, these “tacked-on branches” may 
the general cleansing process, but it is to be hoped that 
such will not be the case, for some are so bound up YY 
rnles, regulations, and red tape, as to almost destroy 
their utility. Take the Veterinary Branch, thisis rea) 
the old Veterinary Department of the Privy Conneil, the 
foundation of which was laid in 1873, when owing ' 
the ravages of animal diseases it at last dawned on “4 
authorities that the service and advice of some — 
nary surgeons might be of use, and consequently 
number were appointed, payment being at the rate ”" 
£6 6s.a week. After five years’ work Parliamentary 
powers were sought to enlarge and continue the ~ 
work commenced, with a result that the 
Diseases Anim=ls Acts, 1878, were added to the lish 
Books. It was then thought advisable to estadin 
more thoroughly organised system, therefore the ve 
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nary officers, owing to the more permanent nature of 
their employment, “and possibly asa recognition of past 
services in the eradication of contagious disease,” were 
given the option of remaining in service at £5 1s. 6d. 

ry week, and to in some way compensate for this Joss 
of income the right of these officers to private practice 
was recognised—on paper—for only a privileged few 
were ever afforded the yg eon of so reimbursing 
themselves. Now, while the Veterinary Inspectors were 
practicall made permanent officials, their service was 
not porns Fwy and no doubt to the non-official mind 
this difference would be considered of little or no con- 
sequence, nevertheless, the distinction, so far as these 
officers were concerned, was a matter of vital impor- 
tance, inasmuch as without establishment their posi- 
tions were non-pensionable, consequently they have been 
pleading all these years for a just recognition of their 
claims to be placed upon the pension grade of the Civil 
Service, and the Treasury having given their prayers 
and claims due and careful consideration were pleased 
to grant their request in 1904, but declined to allow the 
decision to have retrospective effect, notwithstanding that 
numerous precedents were quoted supporting such a 
course, and that it was their own tardy recognition of a 
just claim that denied this right t» these deserving pro- 
fessional men. In the interim (1878-1904) good and 
valuable work was accomplished for Ireland by the 
Veterinary Inspectors who mastered and eradicated the 
following animal maladies :--Cattle plague, Foot-and- 
mouth Disease, Rabies, and Pleuro-pneumonia, and at 
the very lowest computation these achievements were 
well worth a solid four million pounds. 

In addition to the foregoing, Swine-fever has been re- 
duced from 7,619 outbreaks in 1894 to 48 outbreaks in 
1905, and there is every hope that ere long this will also 
be an extinct malady, and show a further great mone- 
tary gain to the country. . 

There is another important and valuable duty carried 
out by these official, we refer to the wotk done at ports 
in safeguarding animals in transit, preventing unneces- 
sary abuse, and thus having our stock placed upon the 
British markets in a greatly improved condition than 
was the case prior to the period when no such system 
was in vogue, the great abuse to which fat cattle were 
subjected, rendered the carcasses much less valnable to 
butchers owing to the very bruised and consequently 
unsightly appearance they presented, and the result 
Was thata British purchaser alweys deducted a con- 
sideratle amount from the price he would have other- 
wise paid for Irish stock. In the same way Irish store 
cattle were bought at a reduced price owing to the fact 
that they actually went back in condition for some 
weeks after landing in England, this was owing to the 

l-usage undergone in fairs and transit. The system of 
Portal Inspection has greatly reduced these causes of 
complaint, and Irish stock have taken a much higher 
positiun on the cross-Channel markets. All this can be 

ractically considered as a great gain to Ireland, and may 

brought home strikingly by showing a monetary 

equivalent, which can in round figures be under quoted 
at £35,000 per annum. 

Further gains would accrue by organising an efti- 
clent inland transit inspection, a question we shall deal 
with later. 

Jan any other Irish service show such a record of 
g00d work silently accomplished, and can any other 
overnment employées show such great and just cause 
of complaint? But we do not think Ireland will be 
Ungrateful, 
here are many preventable diseases, infectivus and 
otherwise, that should have been taken in hand and 
thoroughly dealt with long ere this, for instance, Glan- 
ers, Tuberculosis, Anthrax, Abortion, and White Scour 
(hee latter dependent on each other), Scabies, etc., and 
then there is a ways the great and all-important work 


of maintaining the acquired freedom from disease, in 
other words, our duty not only lies in freeing our flocks 
and herds from disease, but having secured that. free- 
dom, we must take every precaution against its recur- 
rence. We suppose it will be a surprise to most people 
to be informed that the Veterinary Branch of the De- 
partment is not controlled by a Veterinary Surgeon, 
and in fact, at the present moment, has no responsible 
officer at its head. The old Department (Veterinary) in 
its _ days was under the supreme control of ‘Pro- 
fessor Ferguson, F.R.C.V.S., acting as director, On his 
retirement the opportunity arose to thwart and restrict 
the good work which Veterinarians could, and would 
have performed. This was bronght about, as was so 
often the case, by making out a departmental case for 
the desirability of re-organisation, and here the first 
backward step occurs, for the Assistant Under Secretar 
was made head of the Veterinary Department, and, 
curious to relate, a clerk is given equal standing with 
the Chief Veterinarian in the ae of this body of ex- 
perts, andfrom this time onward the non-expert diree- 
tion of the expert became more and more marked. This 
would have been amusing had it not been so detri- 
mental to the usefulness of the service, and resulting 
in loss to the country. We venture to state that one 
might travel the world over, and, excepting in the 
British Isles, fail to find such a ridiculous and incon- 
gruous state of affairs. In all countries, including the 
Colonies, the Veterinarian is given complete control of 
Veterinary work, much to the benefit of their people’s 
purse and health. 

In 1897 a Departmental Committee sat to inquire into 
the question of inland animal transit, and, amongst 
other recommendations, they advised that greater atten- 
tion should be given to this matter, and that the Travel- 
ling Inspection Staff should be augmented for the pur- 
pose. The Chief Veterinary Inspector in his evidence 
indicated a means by which an efficient inland inspection 
might be carried out and practically without additional 
expense ; this was by utilising the Veterinary staff pre 
sently stationed throughout the country, the special 
duty of these officers being to deal with contagious 
disease. It will readily be seen that their attendance 
at fairs and markets could, and should have been used 
to also supervise transit, prevent ill-usage, and endeavour 
to advance the interests of the cattle trade in every con 
ceivable way. However, these officers were Veterinary 
Surgeons, and hence thoroughly qualified for such duties, 
and not “garden party guests,’ and consequently such 
a scheme was lightly passed over. : 

Captain Tuke, R.N., who acted as a Travelling Inspec 
tor of the Veterinary Department, in his evidence ad- 
mitted the necessity for greater efficiency in transit in- 
spection, but went ont of his way to say that men ap 
pointed for dealing with animal transit ought not to be 
Veterinary Surgeons. Of course, as a naval officer he 
spoke with authority (!) on this question, and holding 
an Inspectorship, we presume, he arrived at his conelu- 
sion by a similar method of deduction that the eobbler 
did when he expressed the opinion that there was 
nothing like leather. Anyway. so far as Ireland was 
concerned, the Departmental Committee's recommenda: 
tions were forgotten until the Department ot Agricul- 
ture was established in 1900, when, no doubt, many 
applicants, who had not been brilliant suecesses In other 
branches of life, knocked hard at the door of the “Cure: 
all-ills Department,” and then what more natural than 
to show great zeal in compliance with the 1897 Commit- 
tee’s suggestions? Of course, these common veterinary 
men cannot be supposed to be capable of looking after 
the best interests of the lower animals, though they 
have given years of sendy and spent hundreds of pounce 
in their search for such knowledge. And then, again, 
“the best men must be secured.” Hence, as Travelling 


[Inspectors under the Veterinary Branch, we find ap- 
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pees a clerk, an engineer, and an ex-railway official. 
urther comment would be but painting the lily. And 
yet it does not end here, for the Travelling Inspector for 
the South under the old Department (a veterinary sur- 
geon) now falls in for luck, assuming the unwieldy title 
of Superintending Travelling Inspector, and takes the 
above-mentioned collection in hands, but for what? 
You will naturally expect to look after animal transit, 
but you would be wrong ; for, having made the appoint- 
ments, the animal question is a minor consideration, and 
these officials are now turned loose to deal with the 
transit of agricultural produce, butter, eggs, and the 
Foods and Drugs Act, with an occasional appearance at 
fairs. They have also shown their zeal by insisting on 
the departmental regulations for the disinfection of 
railway cattle trucks being carried out, the said regula- 
tions consisting in the use of material devoid of dis- 
infecting properties. However, the valuable (?) work 
bears fruit for themselves, for one receives a pust value 
for £350 ayear more than he was happy to accept five 
short years ago, and the others benefit by an increase of 
£150 a year each. 

The conundrum, “ What has the transit of butter, 
eggs, and other agricultural produce, and the Foods 
and Drugs Acts to do with veterinary surgery and medi- 
cine?” will give the readers many hours of thought. It 
cannot be denied that there is a great scope for such 
work ; but why not make it a branch of itself, or, more 
prey, bring it under the Agricultural Section, and 

a s dealt with by men who have made a life study 
of it 

And now we come to another subject: The Veterinary 
branch of the Department as at present constituted is 
simply a continuation of the Veterinary Department of 
the Privy Council ; was founded and continued under 
the Contagious Diseases Animal Acts, for the purpose of 
carrying out the provisions of these Acts; bnt the 
Department of Agriculture finds it necessary to carry 
out many matters of a veterinary nature not coming 
under these regulations, and it does so through many 
channels, by experts and non-experts, in a manner that 
shows an extraordinary and inexplicable want of co- 
ordination and desire for efficiency and economy. Surely, 
if their powers are not sufficient to enable the authori- 
ties to utilise the Veterinary Branch for all veterinary 
matters of the Department, there would be little diffi- 
eculty in obtaining such power ; and it is only reason- 
able to expect that all veterinary questions should be 
de+lt with by the Veterinary Branch, and all duties of a 
non-veterinary character removed to their proper loca- 
tion. This overlapping of Departments, i pitchfork- 
ing of men without ability or qualification into fat posi- 
tions, is admittedly the great curse of Irish adminis- 
tration. Such being the case, one would have expected 
that such pitfalls would have been shunned in a De- 
partment for which so much efficiency has been 
claimed. 

When the Department of Agriculture was established 
a great number of the officials of existing offices had to 
be considered, and in the general shuffle one of the 
luckiest was the Chief Clerk of the Veterinary Depart- 
ment, who became the Chief Clerk of the new Depart- 
ment, and it was hoped that this would bring about a 
severance between him and the Veterinary Branch. But 
such was not the case, for apparently, instead of, as 
hitherto, only holding a divided authority, he now 
assumes supreme control. 

Turning to Thom’s Official Directory, we find this 
branch consists of :— 

(a) A Chief Inspector. 

(6) A superintending Travelling Inspector. 

(c) Three Travelling Inspectors (without qualifica- 
tions and not actually employed on the work of the 
division). 

(d) 45 Veterinary Inspectors (Portal and District). 


(e) A Staff Clerk. 

(+) A Temporary Staff Clerk. 

(g) Clerk (Chiet of Chief Inspector’s Sectional divi- 
sion.) 

(hk) 18 Clerks. 

2 Clerks. 

(j) 50 Ship Inspectors. 

As stated, this section of the Department has no re- 
sponsible head, and what little anthority is given to the 
principal officers is divided. The Chief Inspector, who 
ought to be in sole charge, is only allowed to direct a 
portion of the professional staff. The Travelling In- 
spectors are not professional men, and hence not quali- 
tied to act in any direction in this division. Moreover, 
as has been shown, they are, it is pleasing to say, em- 
ployed in other directions in which they may be of use. 
The positions of Staff Clerk and Temporary Staff Clerk 
are unnecessary, and could certainly be done without if 
s responsible head of the branch was appointed, as 
a Senicr Clerk could do all that might be required. 
This would mean a considerable saving, yet, perhaps, 
these salaries ought to be divided amongst the Junior 
Clerks, who do most of the work, and who are badly 
remunerated. We would suggest the following as a 
suitable re-construction :— 

(a) Chief Adviser (Veterinarian) in charge. 

(6) Assistant Adviser (Veterinarian). 

(c) Bacteriologist (Veterinarian). 

(d) Four Provincial Inspectors ( Veter’ narians). 

(e) 45 Veterinary Inspectors (Veterinarians). 

(/) Senior Clerk. 

(g) 18 Clerks. 

(h) 2 Boy Clerks. 

(¢) 50 Ship Inspectors. 

In reference to “c” this appointment might be held 
by the Principal of the Royal Veterinary College. Re 
“i” these posts are usually filled by police pensioners 
who have, as a rule, done their best to discharge the 
duties of their office, they have been paid at a small rate, 
probably owing to their drawing pension, but we would 
suggest that, as vacancies occur, these pusitions might 
be filled by farmers’ sons who should go through a pro- 
bationary course of special training at the larger ports. 

There is a crying need for an efficient inland animal 
transit supervision, the present staff have not the neces- 
sary qualifications, are practically entirely engaged on 
other matters of importance on which they can be more 
fittingly employed, and considering the volume and im- 
portance of the animal trade, the very paucity in their 
numbers (not to speak of their unfitness) at once indi- 
cates the insufficiency of the system. Threatened as we 
are with Canadian competition in this our oldest, most 
widespread, and most important trade, it behoves us 
to be up and doing, and every endeavour must be made 
to ensure that our stock is placed on the British markets 
in the very best condition possible, so that we may defy 
competition. Don’t let us in this case, “lock the stable 
door after the steed has been stolen,” a method of pro- 
cedure by which Ireland has been so great a suferer 10 
the past.—Freeman’s Journal 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES VETERINARY SOCIETY 
(Concluded from page 728.) 


ELECTIONS AND NOMINATIONS. 


Mr. J. H. Cattow, Horsham; Mr. R. E. a 
Horsham ; and Mr. T. WALDER, Crawley, who had been 
duly proposed and seconded at the Horsham meeting 
were formally elected members, on the proposition 
Mr. Bloxsome, seconded by Mr. E. Whitley Baker. " 

Mr. Wm. A. DELLAGANA, Southampton, propos" 


the President, seconded by Mr. Redford ; Mr. R. PoRc# 
Walham ‘Green, proposed by Mr. E. Lionel Stroud 
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seconded by Mr. Gray ; Mr. 8. H. Stocock, Hounslow: 
roposed by Mr. G. H. Livesey, seconded by Mr. Baker 
Mir Wm. SHIPLEY, Great Yarmouth, proposed by Mr 
J. Alex. Todd, seconded by Mr. Gray; Mr. H. Epre 
Southampton, proposed by Mr. J. Alex. Todd, seconded 
by Mr. E. L. Stroud ; Mr. C. W. W. Brown, Southsea, 

roposed by Mr. J. Alex. Todd, seconded by Mr. E. L. 
Stroud, were nominated for election at the next meeting. 

Mr. G. W. Btoxsomeg, Hove, was also nominated for 
election as a Fellow of the Society under rule 2 on the 
proposition of Mr. Todd, seconded by Mr. Baker. 

A letter was read from Mr. H. Taylor, of Haywards 
Heath, tendering his resignation, as he found it quite 
impossible to attend any meetings on a Thursday ; and 
on the proposition of Mr. Livesey, seconded a Mr. 
Bloxsome, this was accepted with regret. 

The Hon. Secretary’s report, which had been printed 
on the agenda for the meeting, stated that four meet- 
ings of the Society had been held during 1905, the three 
ordinary ones prescribed by the rules and a special 
meeting at Horsham in December. Each meeting was 
well supported by members and visitors, the attendance 
book showing respectively 16, 31, 20, and 19 signatures, 
or an average of 21°5 per meeting. The Society com- 
prised 61 members at the close of the year and 10 honor- 
ary associates. Eighteen new members were elected 
during 1905, and there were no resignations, but three 
members had, to the regret of their fellow members, 
been removed by death. 

The Hon. Treasurer’s report, submitted by Mr. E. 
Whitley Baker, showed an expenditure of £17 19s. 3d., 
and a credit balance of £4 15s. 10d. as against one of 
£3 7s. 7d. on the 31st March, 1905. In laying this state- 
ment before the meeting, Mr. Baker mentioned that he 
expected several other subscriptions to come in in the 
course of the next week or so, and their financial position 
was, thanks to the energy of Mr. Todd, really very much 
better than it was twelve months ago. 

Mr. Pack, who had compared the statement with the 
vouchers, testified to its accuracy, and on his proposition, 
seconded by Mr. Goodall, the Balance sheet was form- 
ally passed. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 
President.—The Chairman proposed Mr. W. K. Sruart 
ove, as his successor in the Presidential chair. Mr. 

Bloxsome seconded, and it was carried by acclam- 
mation. 

Vice-Presidents.—Mr. W. CaAuDWELL, Chertsey, and 
Mr. H. Smrru, Worthing, were re-elected, on the propo- 
sision of Mr. Baker, seconded by Mr. Pack ; Mr. Wrace, 
the retiring President, was nominated by Mr. E. L. 
Stroud, seconded by Mr. Livesey; and Mr. Ricnarp 

BERTS was proposed by Mr. J. A. Todd, seconded by 
Mr. Stroud. 

Hon. Treaswrer.—The President proposed, Mr. Pack 
seconded, the re-election of Mr. E W. Baker, with 
hearty thanks for past services, and Mr. Baker, in 
acknowledging the compliment, promised that he would 

either give up the office or show them a balance of £30 
next year. (App.) 

Hon. See.~'The President also desired the privilege 
of proposing the re-election of Mr. J. ALex. Topp. Mr. 
todd was, he said, an ideal Secretary, and did his work 
i a splendid manner.—Mr. Baker seconded, and the 
roposition, which received further support from Mr. 

lvesey, Was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Topp : Thank you very much. I will do the best 

can for the Society for ancther year, at any rate. 

eselection of a place for the holding of the next 
meeting figured next on the agenda, and Mr. Bloxsome 
Proposed Eastbourne ; Mr. Livesey seconded. 

t. GOODALL pointed out that that was rather out of 
© way for members at his end of the district, and sug 
— that it was nearly time they paid a visit to 

Urnemouth, 


Mr. REeDFoRD proposed Portsmouth as being more 
— and this 4 seconded by Mr. Maynard, and 
carried ; seven votes being given for Portsm 
two for Eastbourne. 
_ The Hon. Sec. submitted a report of the recent con- 
ference at Manchester on the subject of Parliamentary 
representation, to which he, Ae with the President 
— Mr. H. E. Audley Charles had been appointed dele- 
gates. 

Mr. Topp also read a letter from the Lancashire 
Society inviting them to nominate two members to act 
on the Committee, and in the course of the discussion 
Which ensued on this the question was raised as to how 
far the appointment of delegates to the Committee 
would commit the Society with regard to expenses. 
Eventually, Mr. E. L. Stroud proposed that they should 
appoint two delegates to represent the Society “at any 
meeting that may be held between now and the first 
meeting of the Society after the Committee holds its 
first sitting.” This proposition was seconded by Mr. 
Livesey, and carried. The nomination of delegates was 
deferred. 


‘lue SELECTION or HUNTERS FOR PURCHASE AND 
THEIR EXAMINATION FOR UNnsounpness, by Mr. 
G. W. BLoxsomr.—Adjourned discussion. 


The President was requested to open the discussion, 

_ the absence of Mr. H. Hall, who had promised to 
0 80. 

Their essayist, Mr. Wraca observed, had touched on 
the subject of splints, among other things. He thought 
they would all agree there were very few horses but had 
splints, and Mr. Bloxsome said they ought not to reject 
a hunter because he had splints, but he did not think he 
went so far as tosay he considered splints an unsound- 
ness. In his own opinion splints certainly were an 
unsoundness, inasmuch as they constituted a defect 
which might possibly at some future time interfere with 
the usefulness of the animal. Mr. Bloxsome also went 
on to say they ought always to give a certificate, and he 
quite agreed with him there, because it enabled them to 
keep a copy of the opinions they formed when examin- 
ing an animal. With reference to foetid breath, if it 
arose from decayed teeth he thought it certainly would 
be an unsoundness, but if it merely arose from indiges- 
tion it was very questionable whether they ought to re- 
gard it in that light. 

Mr. Bloxsome stated in his paper that a great many 
hunters, especially in the stone wall country, had broken 
knees, but that if their action was good and they did 
not show any indication of stumbling, he would not 
take any notice of the defect, although he would mention 
it in the certificate. With regard to side-bone, he could 
not say much about that, but he did know thatif acart 
horse had side-bone it was regarded as an unsoundness, 
and his experience was that if a horse had side-bone they 
would find that socner or later it would go lame. He 
was also very suspicious about rings round the hoofs, 
and should not pass any horse as sound unless it had a 
smooth surface about the hoof. In_ his opinion they 
could not be too particular about the feet. With regard 
to spavin and coarse hocks, he hated the word coarse 
hocks, and in bis opinion such a term ought never to be 
used. Either a horse had spavia or it had not. Grunt- 
ing he certainly regarded as an unsoundness, and he 
would never pass a horse in the best country iin Eng- 
land if he was agrunter. In conclusion, the President 
said he should like to add bis testimony to the very ex- 
cellent paper Mr. Bloxsome had brought — the 
Society, and for <3 he was sure they were all very 

hi ed to hita. 
the President how many horses he 
would pass as sound, if he carried out his definitions as 


to unsoundness in practice. 
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The PREestDENT: You bring the horse to me and I will 
tell you. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Gray remarked with regard to splints that the 
majority of the light-bred horses, if they had done any 
work at all, suffered from splints, and in his opinion 
splints were of no importance if well formed. He also 
had no objection to spavin provided the horse went 
sound, and both limbs were equal, while with regard to 
grunting many a horse would make a noise and yet be a 
good stayer in the field. When he was at Leicester he 
fre aie examined thirty or forty horses in a week, 
and he had seen many an animal that made a noise 
fetch 200 or 300 guineas simply because they were good 
stayers in the field and good performers. 

The PresipENT: Were they sold as roarers. 

Mr. Gray :. Yes. 

Replying to a question by Mr. Maynard, the President 
said he should put on his certificate “with the excep- 
tion of splints I consider the horse sound.” While they 
were liable to have actions brought against them for 
giving wrong certificates he was not going to pass any- 
thing over, no matter how trivial. 

Mr. Gray: Oh, I should mention everything on the 
certificate, but add that in my opinion I did not think 
the defects would interfere with the animals usefulnes. 

Mr. MaynarpD remarked that the majority of owners 
hardly appreciated what unsoundness meant, and they 
wanted to know whether a veterinary surgeon would 
recommend them to purchase a certain animal or not. 
They said in effect “I don’t know what spavin or ring- 
bone is ; what I want to know is whether the horse will 
suit me for the purpose I require him for,” and a 
veterinary surgeon had got to satisfy him as to that. 

Mr. Livesry remarked that Mr. Maynard had said 
that ifan animal had well formed spavin and did not 
go lame— 

The Prestpent : I was Mr. Gray said that, I think. 

Mr. Livesey: I should like to ask Mr. Gray how a 
horse can have good action and well formed spavin. 

Mr. Gray: | have seen plenty of them. And there 
are very few polo ponies that have done any work that 
have not got spavin. 

Mr. Maynarp: Hear, hear. 

Mr. LIvEsEy, continuing, said he quite agreed that 
the expression “ coarse hocks” ought never to be used 
It expressed weakness and indecision because, as the 
President had said, either a horse had spavin or it had 
not. He should also like to know what ‘was meant by 
the term “thick in the wind.” With regard to splints, 
if a horse six or seven years old had not got splints the 
probability was that it had not done a great deal of 
work, and should be looked at with supicion. He would 
rather see a horse of that age with well-formed splints 
than without. 

Mr. T. B. GoopaLt observed that he had lived long 
enough to hear this question discussed a great many 
times, and he was afraid it would always be a difficult 
question to say what soundness actually meant, but 
after Lord Campbell’s definition he thought it was better 
for their own safety to mention every possible defect 
they could find. They could easily add that in their 
opinion the defects were not likely to interfere with the 
horse’s usefulness for the particular purpose for which it 
was required. With regard to side-bone, he puinted 
out that there was a natural tendency for the lateral car- 
tilages to become ossitied. 

The PrREsIDENT: Without going lame? 

Mr. GooDaLL: Yes, I am speaking of ordinary horses. 
For hunters of course you would not pass it. You 
must exercise a little discretion when giving certificates. 

Mr. ReprorD thought they must certainly look upon 
splints as an unsoundness ; also broken knees. ith 
regard to the hocks, there were a lot of horses that came 
over from Ireland that were very coarse in their hocks, 
and in those cases it was a perfectly natural condition. 


He quite agreed that grunting was an unsoundness, and 
he would also stop a horse with side-bone. 

Mr. MayNnarkp said that he had never known side- 
bone hurta horse unless it had some coarseness above 
the coronet, such as ringbone. 

Mr. Gray said that he should never pass a light bred 
horse with side-bone, but with Shire horses they gener- 
ally kept pretty sound if the foot was broad and open. 

Mr. OBERTS wished to compliment Mr. Bloxsome on 
his paper. It was not only interesting but full of in- 
struction, especially that portion of it that related to the 
selection ot hunters, which was full of useful points. He 
did not say anything about “coughing” horses, how- 
ever. For himself he thought the cough of a horse was 
a very important point in diagnosing broken wind. 
With regard to sidebone, it might be only an ossified 
elongation of the lateral cartilages, but if the horse was 
unevenly shod at any time it was very apt to cause lame- 
ness. He had performed Smith’s operation with very 
great success in many cases, and had found that it 
helped to widen the hoof. 

Mr. G. W. BLoxsomg, in reply, explained that he had 
written the paper because he thought that in examining 
hunters there were a lot of points one would givea 
little more latitude to than if they were examining any 
other horse. He quite agreed with Lord Campbell’s 
definition of unsoundness. With regard to splints, he 
never said he did not consider them an unsoundness, 
because he did, but in passing hunters he suggested that 
they might be content with merely mentioning the fact. 
As a fact he very rarely gave a certificate of soundness, 
because he did not think he ever examined a horse that 
had not got some minor defect. With regard to the 
feetid breath, that was a very big question to go into. 
They could not say with any degree of certainty what 
the indigestion might be due to, but they could tell at 
once if the foetor was due to caries or decayed teeth. 
By broken knees he took it they meant cases where there 
was 2 distinct cicatrix. If there was not he did not 
think they should necessarily “crab” a horse, particu- 
larly if he was a hunter, because it happened to have a 
clipped knee. With regard to side-bones, there seemed 
to be a great diversity of opinion as to the effect of side- 
bone upon hunters. Personally, he thought they were 
very much more serious in heavy horses, and he should 
never advise the purchase of a cart horse that had side- 
bone. They would get them quite soon enough in the 
course of their daily work without buying them with 
the sidebones ready made. But in light horses he did 
not think the defect was so serious. He would not 
choose even a light horse with sidebone if he could help 
it, but if its character and reputation was well known, 
and the price was all right he should probably advise a 
client to buy it. With regard tu rings round the hoof, 
he quite agreed that they should be suspicious of any 
animal that had them. He also agreed that the term 
coarse hocks ought to be abolished. With regard to 
grunting they might have a horse grunt and_ yet be 
unable to find anything wrong with its wind. [n many 
cases he admitted that they subsequently developed 
into “roarers” but they had got to give the result 
their examination of a horse at themoment. He shoul 
express it in this way—that the horse grunted at ~ 
stick but that they could not find anything wrong wit! 
its wind. He had known hunters that made a noise s¢ 
at a good price, but they were generally bought because 
their reputation was known. A horse that made a no's r 
unless it was a known performer, was a very — 
animal to get rid of. Prof. Macqueen used to teac 
them that he never saw a horse lame from sidebone— 
(hear, hear)—but he did not believe that. All the sam 
time there was a certain amount of truth in it when they 
remembered that sidebone was simply an ossification © 
the lateral cartilage, and if the process was gnden® “ 
natural there need not be lameness. On the other ha 
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sidebone sometimes arose from an injury to the lateral 
cartilage, and they would be almost certain to get lame- 
ness then. Thick wind was very easy to tell, and broken 
knees was, in his opinion, a question of degree. There 
was no doubt that coughing was an unsoundness, and 
what was more they never knew what it was going to 
develop into. He quite approved of Smith’s operation. 
He thought these remarks of his had dealt with most of 
the criticisms passed on his paper, and it only remained 
for him to thank them for the attention with which they 
had listened to him. (App.) ; 

Mr. E. W. Baker asked if the members would 
authorise the payment of the usual subscription of 
£2 2s. to the Benevolent Fund, but on the suggestion of 
the President it was decided that this should be placed 
on the agenda for the next meeting. 

The PRESIDENT remarked on the fact that Mr. H. E. 
Andley Charles, who had promised to read them some 
“ Notes on Intestinal Coneretions,” had caught a chill 
and was unable to be present with them that day, and he 
suggested that they should ask their Secretary to express 
their sympathy with Mr. Charles and their hope that it 
was not at all serious.—Mr. Goodall : I shall be very 
pleased to second that.-—Carried. 

The PRESIDENT next proposed a hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr. Bloxsome for his paper, and that was seconded 
by Mr. Goodall, and also carried with unanimity. 

Mr. E. Wairtey Baker thought that before they 
separated they ought to pass a hearty vote of thanks to 
their President for the manner in which he had conduc- 
ted their meetings during the past year. (App.) 

Mr. Livesey seconded, and the proposition having 
been carried by acclamation, 

The Prestpent briefly returned thanks, assuring the 
meeting that it had given hima great deal of pleasure 
to ocenpy the chair, and that if he had done the Society 
any service he was more than gratified. (App.) 

J. Arex. Topp, Nee. 


SCOTTISH METROPOLITAN 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held in the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh, on Wednesday, Vth Marcel. The 
President, Principal J. R. U. Dewar, occupied the chair, 
and there were present the following members: Profs. 
Bradley and Gofton, Messrs. R. Rutherford, G. Thom- 
son,J. H. Sargeant, J. Henderson, W.G. Barnes,J. Aitken, 
all of Edinburgh ; J. Cameron, Berwick ; J. Storie, 
Fast Linton ; Wm. Bannatyne, Haddington ; A. Boyd, 
Melrose ; J. Aitken, Jun., Dalkeith, J. Borthwick ; Kirk- 
liston : Jas. Peddie, Dundee ; A. Spreall, Jun., Dundee ; 
J. Hepburn, Milnathort ; 'T. R. Hoggan, Kirkcaldy ; 
T. Inglis, Forfar ; and the Secretary. Visitors: Messrs. 
Reid, Auchtermuchty ; and L. MeLaren, Brechin. 

After the minutes of the previous meeting had been 
read and approved, the Secretary, Mr. J. W. MeIntosh, 
submitted several letters he had received. The first 


was 
West of Scotland V.M.A., 
Glasgow, December 4th, 1905. 


or or Councm R.C.V.S. 
Dear Sir,—At a meeting of the West of Scotland 
Veterinary Medical Association, held on 26th October, 
the resolution on the above sent from your Association 
on 28th Angust last, was considered. The subject was 
fully discussed, and the meeting being fully in accord 
with the communication received from your Society, it 
Wasagreed that the Secretaries reply in such terms, and 
tn addition that we should communicate with the other 


matter. For full particulars of the meeting see The 
Veterinary Reeord.--Yours faithfully, 
Joun R. MeCann) Jocnt 
Hucu Brae ) Sees, 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that it would be fresh in 
the minds of those present what took place before.—Mr. 
Cameron said he was not aware of what was done.—The 
Secretary explained that there was a motion asking for 
a re-distribution of seats. 

Mr, Ruruervorn said what the meeting objected to, 
as did also the West of Scotland Society, was in the 
first place the centralisation of the representation. — It 
was nearly all South of the Mersey, and with two or 
three exceptions the whole of the members of Council 
came from within a very short distance of London. A 
very large number was drawn from the Colleges, a 
larger number than was quite fair to the rest of the 
profession. They considered that the Colleges should 
be represented by one member and one only, and that he 
should not require election, that he should be a member 
because he was on the staff, preferably as Principal of a 
College. Then the same principle should apply to the 
different government departiments— the agricultural and 
the veterinary—the heads of these departments should 
be members. But all the others should be by election, 
and it should be impossible for any member who was a 
teacher in a College to submit himself, as it was highly 
improper that there should be more than one member 
from any College. Scotland had no chance whatever in 
returning members to the Council if they had to depend 
on themselves, because there was not sufficient unani- 
mity in the profession in Scotland. Indeed it was 
questionable whether there were sufficient members to 
contend against the two or three powerful societies in 
England, binding themselves together and plumping for 
one or two men. (Hear, hear.) They did not wish to 
claim the right to senda man from Scotland but they 
wanted the right to nominate a person wherever he 
resided. That was all they asked. They wantec an 
alteration in the present arrangement. The Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons he thought had treated 
them a little scurvily. They were approached he thought 
on two occasions, and their letter was allowed to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. CaMERON asked whether the resolution was sent 
to other Societies besides the West of Seotland-—The 
Secretary stated that it was sent to the North of Seot- 
land Society and also to the North of England Society. 
Mr. Cameron said he thought they could not complain 
very much of the position of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons. He held that there was no governing 
hody entitled to change any rules unless they had evi- 
dence that a majority of the members wanted a change. 
He held that they ought to have territorial distribution, 
and suggested that they should apply aga, OF make it a 
test question with the candidates for the Council at the 
coming election. 
Mr. Peppre said it would bring the matter toa head if 
Mr. Rutherford would formulate a resolution embody- 
ing his views on the subject, which to his (Mr. Peddie’s) 
mind were excellent. He would second such a resolu 
tion, and he would suggest that it should be forwarded 
again to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. lt 
would lay before that body the views of the Scottish 
Metropolitan Veterinary Medical Association. — lhe 
Chairman said they had made a representation already 
to the Royal College and their letter was allowed to lie 
on the table. They got very scant courtesy indeed, and 
any other representation would probably recelve the 
same treatment unless they could add the weight of the 
West of Scotland, the North, of Scotland, and perhaps 
the North of England Societies. If they all combined 
there might be some chance. 


Veterinary societies asking them to take action in the 


Mr. Rurnerrorp thonght that if they wanted to 
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draw attention to the fact that they had no official reply 
to the letter which had been lying on the table for a year 
they should enclose a copy of the first resolution and 
ask them to be good enough to give a reply.—The 
Chairman said it struck him that the resolution was a 
little vague, and he suggested that it should be worded 
so as to make it clear that it was territorial representa- 
tion that they wanted. The resolution did not carry that 
on the face of it. It simply said they were dis- 
satisfied. 

It was left to the Secretary, the Chairman, and Mr. 
Rutherford to amend the resolution so as to make it 
clear what they wanted, and to forward it to the 
RC.VS. 

The circular letter from the Secretary of the Central 
Veterinary Society, on expert evidence given by Inspec- 
tors R.S.P.C.A. was read. (V.A2. Jan. 6th, pp. 466-8.) 

Mr. PEDDIE said the matter was one in which he had 
had considerable experience. He thought there was 
nothing more scandalous at the present time than the 
way in which officers of the Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals went into the witness-box and 
reeled off evidence of an expert nature. It must be quite 
patent to members of the Society that it was very unfair 
and those who had been associated with cruelty cases 
must have felt the unfairness of the way in which the 
evidence of these officers was accepted in preference to 
the evidence given by skilled veterinarians. He thonght 
it was high time that the attention of the Council was 
drawn to the matter, and he heartily endorsed the letter 
of the Central Veterinary Society. 

Mr. CAMERON moved that they homologate and sup- 
the action taken by the Central Hociety.— Mp 

epburn seconded. 

Mr. RUTHERFORD endorsed what had been said. He 
rarely took in an English weekly paper without reading 
about the prosecution of some one for cruelty. Recently 
he noticed a very glaring vase, where a policeman who 
arrested the man and had him prosecuted had the im- 

rtinence to say that the horse had ring-bone, and that 

e was capable of diagnosing that. Two veterinary sur- 
geons went into the box and stated that the horse had 
not ring-bone, but the policeman’s evidence was accep- 
ted. They must not blame the policemen or the officers. 
It was worse when they got a pig-headed magistrate on 
the bench who would not take the evidence of a sensi- 
ble veterinary surgeon. It was only about a year ago 
that he gave evidence in a simple case in which a six- 
— bit would have covered a dry sore on the horse’s 
ck, and yet a conviction was obtained in face of his 
evidence, which was very strong, that it was simply a 
healing sore and absolutely painless. The magistrate 
who was a tinsmith, or something of that kind, said no 
body would make him believe that a horse could have a 
sore and not suffer. 

Mr. PEppIE said that the majority of self-respecting 
veterinary surgeons were keeping away from those 
cruelty cases, because the bench said that the evidence 
of the expert witnesses was biassed while the evidence 
of the officers of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals was never biassed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Secretary read the cirenlar letter and resolu- 
tions from the Yorkshire Veterinary Association with 
reference to the appointment of a Veterinary Officer for 
Cardiff. (V.R., Feb. 3, p. 543) 

The CHAIRMAN said there was a good deal to be 
said for the first of the resolutions. With regard to the 
second there was not the least doubt that the Medical 
Officer should have the last word as regards meat, 
whether it was fit for human food or not. The duty of 
the Veterinary Inspector was to say whether the carcase 
was that ofa Bron, healthy animal, and the meat nor- 
mal, or whether it was that of a diseased animal, and 
the nature of the disease. The third resolution was in 


connection with the Veterinary Officers’ attendance on 
the horses of the Cleansing Department being put under 
the direction of the Burgh Engineer. With regard to 
that there was a good deal to be said on both sides, 
He must be under somebody’s supervision, and it might 
be that the Burgh Engineer took nothing to do with the 
illness of the horses. 

Mr. Peppre said that when the Cardiff appointment 
was advertised the absurdity of the thing struck him 
atonce. He had since then discussed the matter with 
several of his friends and they held the ideas that had 
been expressed by the Yorkshire Veterinary Society. 
He thought that in an appointment of that kind the 
veterinary surgeon should not be subordinated to the 
Medical Ofticer of Health. With regard to the second 
resolution there was a good deal to be said in favour of 
the Medical Officer having the last word, but after all 
the veterinary surgeon who was appointed was the ex- 
pert on the question of whether the meat was fit or not. 
If his opinion was to be the guiding opinion in connec- 
tion with the carcase he should not be subordinated to 
the Medical Officer of Health or any other one. With re- 
gard to the management of the stud of horses belonging 
to the Corporation, he thought it would be degrading 
forthe Veterinary Officer to take his instructions from 
the Burgh Engineer. The Burgh Engineer might have 
excellent attainments, but he did not think he was 
qualified to instruct the Veterinary Officer what to do 
with horses. He moved that they homologate the views 
expressed by the Yorkshire Society. 

Mr. THoMsoN seconded, and the motion was unani- 
mously agreed to. The Secretary was instructed to com- 


-|municate the finding of the meeting to the Yorkshire 


Society. 
PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 


A letter was submitted from tke Lancashire .\ssocia- 
tion with reference to the advisability of the profession 
being directly represented in Parliament, and asking the 
Society to send two representatives to a committee ap- 
pointed to consider the matter. 

Mr. McLnTosu said that the idea was an excellent one 
in theory, but was to his mind incapable of being 
carried out practically, so far as ordinary electorates 
are concerned. A candidate would have to appeal to a 
constituency as a Conservative or a Radical. No candi- 
date could carry a seat on purely professional grounds. 
He personally would not support a professional man 1! 
he differed from him on some great Imperial issue. 
He did not see how that great difficulty was to be over: 
come. 

Mr. RuruHerForD said he quite agreed with Mr. 
McIntosh’s sentiments. There was nothing in the con- 
stitution of the country to prevent veterinary surgeons 
standing for Parliament if they could find constituencies, 
and he recommended gentlemen who were anxious to 
have the profession represented in Parliament t> take 
the necessary steps. Let them stand. But he as a Tory 
would not vote Radical, not even if it were Principal 
Dewar, or Prof. Williams come back to earth (Laughter.) 
He would vote for a man on his own side of politics and 
trust that he would do the best for the profession when 
in Parliament. He would not vote for a man put UP 
by himself or by all the Societies in the country 1 = 
politics were not his (Mr. Rutherford’s). Pe ple who 
moved in that matter seemed to have something - 
their sleeves. Parliamentary representation vould ne 
do any harm—-they had had members of the 
in Parliament, but the feeling in certain quarte’= rye ir 
to be that societies ought to combine to support he ae 
nominee in Parliament. They forget ‘ te 
man’s independence would be wholly destroye! 
and that he would become a mere delesi'e: ape 
many of the Labour members were now. It any bility 
ber of the profession considered that he had the a 
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to shine in Parliament and to persuade a constituency 

to accept him, he would have their heartiest support 

and warmest sympathy. It was well for a veterinary 

surgeon to be in 

and for the sake of the profession, but they would not 
ut a hands in their pockets to put him there. (Hear, 
ear). 

Mr. CAMERON said that Mr. Rutherford had not 
damped his ardour in the slightest degree. He proposed 
that they should accept the principle involved, and ap- 
point two members to represent them on the Committee 
which had been appointed by the Lancashire Veteri- 
nary Medical Association.--Mr. Thomson seconded. 

Mr. RUTHERFORD moved an amendment to the effect 
that they approved the principle, and would gladly 
extend their sympathy to any member who succeeded 
in entering Parliament, but that they could not see their | 
way without further information to pledge themselves 
to support any veterinary surgeon in Parliament. 

Mr. McINTosH seconded, and on a vote being taken 
by a show of hands the amendment was carried by six- 
teen votes to three. 

Mr. CAMERON then drew attention to the unsatisfac- 
tory state of the rules, which he said had not been re- 
vised for 18 years. He proposed that a small Commit- 
tee be appointed to consider and revise the rules of 
the Society.—Prof. Bradley seconded, and the motion 
was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. CAMERON proceeded to complain of the short 

space of time allowed for the selection of candidates for 
seats on the Council, and moved that they communicate 
with the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and ask 
the Council to consider the advisability ot allowing 
them a w2ek longer to consult with one another as to 
which were the best candidates to be sent up to the 
Conncil.—Mr. Rutherford pointed out that the veteri- 
nary pnblications enabled Ps to judge pretty fairly as 
to whether a man was doing his duty. He did not think 
that there was much to complain about so far at least as 
the time was concerned.—The Chairman remarked that 
similar action had been taken before without much 
effect—Mr. Thomson seconded Mr. Cameron’s motion, 
which was agreed to. 
_ Mr. Storre reminded them that they had to hear an 
interesting paper, and he expressed the view that out 
of regard to the gentleman who was to deliver it, it would 
have been advisable to take it before what he described 
as “this rather unprofitable discussion.” 

The arrangement of the business for future meetings 


arliament for the sake of the country | h 


was left to the Committee appointed to revise the rules. 
_ Mr. Peppre said that the congratulations of the 
Society were due to Sir John M’Fadyean in recognition 
of the honour of knighthcod which had been conferred | 
upon him by the King. (Hear, hear.) They were proud | 
to recall the fact that Sir John was a Scotsman, and that | 
€ spent as many years as a teacher in the Scottish | 
capital and on the staff of that College in which they | 
Were met as he yet had in London. Sir John graduated 
from that College in 1876, and for some years held the 
4ppointment there of Professor of Anatomy and Patho- 
‘sy. Those who were his students recalled with 
pleasure the days spent under his tuition. If ever a 
teacher carried out the noble idea of defending his pupils | 
against his own personal influence Sir John did. 


ad no disciples, and if ever teaching led men to beself- | industries of the by-products w 
reliant his did. They all agreed that the honour was always brought with them. 
host thoroughly well deserved. (Applanse.) They recog- sumers’ question, for it was 
used his high intellectual abilities as a teacher, and the should have free and ample sup) 
value of his services to the State in the solution of so our industrial classes. 


otherwise, about the inspection of which the 
He little er nothing (hear, hear), and it had deprived ow 


great privilege of being present in London and hearing 
Sir John’s reply to Professor Koch on the tuberculosis 
question. His efforts at thattime merited the highest 
onours that could be bestowed.—The resolution was 
cordially adopted. 

M r. McLaren, of Brechin, and Mr. Carrenrer, Leith 
W alk, Edinburgh, were proposed for membership. 

The next item on the agenda was the President’s 
address, but the Chairman remarked that after what 
had occurred the President's address could easily be 
deferred, and he called upon Prof. Bradley to give his 
paper. 

DenTAL ANOMALIES. 

Dr. BRADLEY explained that he wished to show a 
number of specimens and make some incidental re- 
marks on “ Dental Anomalies.” Anomalies in teeth, he 
said, might have their origin either in pathological pro- 
cesses or in embryological processes. They might de- 
pend upon disease of the bone occurring prior to the 
eruption of teeth or during the period of formation, or 
on the other hand they might arise during the develop- 
ment of teeth without there being any apparent reason 
for the anomaly. The Professor proceeded to exhibit 
anomalies, mostly in number, in dogs’ and horses’ teeth. 

The CHAIRMAN, in view of the lateness of the hour, 
suggested that further business might be postponed to 
permit of members personally examining the specimens 
so interestingly brought to their notice by Prof. Bradley. 
Votes of thanks to the latter and to the Chairman closed 
the proceedings. 

The members afterwards adjourned to the Edinburgh 
Café where they were the guests of Principal Dewar. 
Tea was excellently served, and altogether a most enjoy- 
able evening was brought to a close. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 
In the House of Commons, Friday, April 6. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS (1896) AMENDMENT BILL. 


Mr. Carrns (Neweastle-on-Tyne) in moving that this 
sill be read a second time, reminded the Honse that 
before the Act of 1896 was passed, and a consolidating 
Bill was under discussion in that House, the powers of 
the Board of Agriculture, and the regulations. then 
existing with regard to the admission of foreign animals, 
were deemed adequate, and the Government of the day, 
at a time when disease was known to exist, resisted a 
proposal by Mr. Chaplin that all animals should be 
slaughtered at the port of landing. That was in 1894, 
so that at that time it was not ¢ nsidered necessary to 
alter the regulations or to alter the law. The result of 
the legislation of 1896 had been, undoubtedly, to secure 
the home market for store cattle to breeders in this 


country, but it had increased the importation of fat 
cattle which had to be slaughtered at the port of de- 
barcation, not always in the best condition for being 
slanghtered (hear, hear), and lessened the supplies of 
first-class home fat and home killed beef. (Opposition 
cries of “ No.”) 


It had rendered consumers more de- 


pendent upon imported dead meat, frozen, tinned, and 
i they knew 


hich the living animals 

This was, primarily, a con- 
absolutely essential that we 
lies of fresh meat for 
A fact which ought to carry 


any Public Health problems, and in the elucidation weight with the House was that those who were most 


of 80 many obscure points in connection with the diseases | anxious to have Canadi 
ofanimals. He moved that the congratulations of the | had had them before 
Society be sent to Sir John M‘Fadyean. (Applause).— | The operation of the 


an store cattle were the men who 
and had most knowledge of them. 
Act of 1896 had a protective effect. 
tever of the introduction of 


Mr. Hoggan s i as sup-|If there was no risk wha 
econded the resolution, which was sup-. vere was n¢ 
ported by Mr, Cameron, who said that he had had the! disease into this country, would the breeders of this 
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country be in favour of the Bili? (Cries of “ Yes.”) 
Then how did they account for the fact that, although 
this Bill did not affect Ireland (Nationalist cries of 
“Oh”), hon. gentlemen opposite were opposing the Bill 
to a man? 

Sir P. Muntz (Warwickshire, Tamworth) asked 
whether the importation of cattle from Canada would 
not affect the value of Irish cattle ? 

Mr. Carrns said that was his point. The late Mr. Han- 
bury had admitted that theeffect of admitting Canadian 
store cattle would be to lower the price of the home 
store cattle; and Lord Burghclere, in a letter to The 
Times in 1902, said dead meat was practically the manu- 
factured article and store cattle the raw material, and 
to admit one and exclude the other was to violate the 
elementary canons of free trade. In 1890 there were in 
our home herds 2,649 cases of pleuro-pneumunia and 288 
cases of anthrax, and among the 121,000 animals im- 
ported from Canada there was no disease. In 1891, in 
the home herds there were 1,314 cases of pleuro-pneu- 
monia and 369 cases of anthrax, and again among the 
108,000 imported Canadian cattle there was no disease. 
In 1892, in the home herds there were 1,248 cases of foot 
and mouth disease, 593 cases of pleuro-pneumonia, and 
453 cases of anthrax. Ninety-eight thousand Canadian 
cattle were imported. For the first nine months there 
was no disease ; but in September four alleged cases of 

leuro-pneumonia were reported. In 1893, in the home 

erds there 30 cases of foot-and-mouth disease, 30 cases 
of pleuro-pneumonia, and 877 of anthrax ; of the 83,000 
Canadian cattle imported there were four cases of pleuro- 
pneumonia. In 1894, in the home herds there were 
seven cases of foot-and-mouth disease, 15 of pleuro- 
pneumonia, and 622 of anthrax ; of the 82,000 Canadian 
cattle imported there were six cases of pleuro-pneu- 
monia. In 1895, in the home herd there was one case 
of pleuro-pneumonia and 608 of anthrax ; of the 96,000 
Canadian cattle there was no disease until July, and 
then there were two cases. From July, 1895, to the 
date of the passing of the Act of 1896 there was not 
another case of disease, and yet it seemed as if the in- 
tention was to include Canadian cattle for ever. From 
1896 to 1906 there had been in the home herds 259 
cases of foot-and-mouth disease, ten case of pleuro- 
pneumonia, and 7,714 cases of anthrax ; and among the 
million and a quarter of Canadian cattle landed in this 
country during that period there was nota single case 
of disease of any kind. (Hear, hear.) With regard to 
tuberculosis, the figures for Glasgow, which might be 
taken as representing the whole country, showed that 
for every carcase of a foreign animal destroyed, 101 
carcases of home animals were destroyed as unfit for 
human food. The sooner we had these healthy animals 
in our herds the better. Moreover, for years we had 
been exporting the best of pedigree cattle to foreign 
countries. By sending our cattle solargely abroad some 
authorities held that we were not only deteriorating our 
herds but also lowering the quality of the food supplies 
of the people. (“No.”) The report of the Medical 
Officer of Health for the City of London was that there 
was “a lessened demand for the home-grown product, 
and that the reason for the deterioration was probably 
in great part due to the large export to foreign countries 
of our finest breed of cattle.” (Hear, hear.) He thought 
that the facts and figures he had given were sufficient 
completely to lay the bogey of disease. (Hear, hear.) 
As soon as the embargo was imposed in 1892 the Cana- 
dian Government had never ceased to complain (ironical 
Nationalist cheers) on the ground that their animals 
were unfairly excluded. They knew that their animals 
enjoyed immunity from disease. Our countrymen in 
Canada were the best farmers we had, and we ought to 
do our utmost to develop our trade with them. The 
question had been asked, Why should the Bill be re- 
stricted to Canada? (Hear, hear.) The answer was 


evident from the facts. But if any one could prove 
that the cattle of other countries were equally immune 
from disease he would support a Bill for extending the 
same privilege to such countries. By this Bill they 
would advance the interests of the consumer, give 
better opportunities to the agricultural industry and the 
other industries affected, and do tardy justice to our 
most important colony. 

Mr. R. Price (Norfolk, E.), in seconding the motion, 
said he had welcomed the interruption of the hon. mem- 
ber for Tamworth, as it was refreshing to have the 
honest and frank admission that this Bill would affect 
Ireland. No doubt it might do so by dropping the 
price of their store cattle by £2 ahead. When this ques- 
tion was discussed in the House those in favour of the 
present legislation generally sought to put the idea of 
protection on one side. In Norfolk there was no differ- 
ence of opinion, big and small farmers and agricultural 
labourers all took the same view of the question, be- 
cause their principal industry was seriously damaged 
by the legislation now in force. When that legislation 
was introduced the right hon. member for South Dublin 
promised them that its effect would be to encourage 
breeding all over England, and that we should get an 
ample supply from our own country. That prophecy, 
however, had not b:en fulfilled. On the contrary, we 
suffered from a scarcity of stores and higher prices. 
This had meant terrible disaster to the people whose 
principal industry was feeding stock. Moreover the 
quality had gone down. In the result the tendency was 
nowadays to turn arable land into grass, thus displac- 
ing labour. Dairy farms were established, and cattle 
that were good milkers were not good for feeding pur- 

oses. The farmers had to turn their good arable land 
into inferior pasture because they could not buy enough 
cattle to eat their roots. It was clear at all events that 
the present legislation hit the farmers in Norfolk. The 
country doubtless had the right so to hit them it it 
could be shown that there was a real national object to 
be served thereby, that there was, for example, a real 
danger of disease. (Nationalist cheers.) But how empty 
was this talk about disease in the case of Canadian 
cattle. In the first place, there was the voyage, which 
was a great safeguard, as it gave time for the incuba- 
tion of any disease. Plenro-pneumonia was as a matter 
of ~ the only disease of which there was any real 
risk. 

Mr. Lone (Dublin, 8.)—Not the only one. 

Mr. R. Price said when the right hon. gentleman was 
at the Board of Agriculture there was an outbreak of 
foot-and-mouth disease, but he believed the Department 
agreed that that came from the Continent with some 
forage. (Hear, hear.) Some time ago a Scotch deputa- 
tion, went to Denmark, and, being much struck by the 
milking powers of the herds there, were anxious to In- 
troduce some of the beasts into this country, But they 
were, under the existing law, unable todo so. 

Mr. WarNER (Staffs., Lichfield); Would this [ill help 
us to get them ? : 

Mr. Price admitted that it would not. But it was 
the thin edge of the wedge. It dealt with that branch 
of the subject which had the largest driving power 
behind it. But the principle was equally applicable to 
other countries provided the conditions were the same 
as in Canada. Under the existing legislation our 
supremacy in breeding was endangered ; the supply 
of first-class beef in this country was lessened, and de- 
population of the country districts was accelerated. 

r. WARNER, in rising to move that the Bill be read a 
second time on that day six months, said the suuject Was 
one between farmers, and did not concern the rest of & 

ublic. (“Oh,oh.”) Indeed, the effect ot the bull woul 
“ to injure the general public. He believed that more 
labour would be required if farmers turned their a. 
tion to dairy farming rather than to the raising 0! ™ 
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stock. The existing law had worked very well, — he | agricultural labourer, he asked the House 
ld be Those | this Bill. 

who advocated this Bill on free-trade principle were in | 

the same category as the gentlemen who voted for the, 

Sugar Convention on the ground that it led towards free duced the Bill had chosen 

They would have had better scope for their chievous activities the 


denied that it could be described as protection. 


trade. 


to vote against 


On the return of the Speaker after the usual interval, 
Mr. C, Wason said that the hon. member who intro- 
as the spheré of his mis- 
most important industry of the 


ingenuity had they been supporters of the late Prime | country—the agricultural industry. The Bill was backed 


Minister when he was endeavouring to show that by professional gentlemen, by | 


awyers, stockbrokers, 


retaliation and free trade were one and the same thing. and what not, but neither by agriculturists nor farmers. 
He read letters from farmers recalling serious tmisfor-' He opposed the Bill on the ground of great national 


tunes from the outbreak of disease among their herds, interests, 


In Scotland they had sutfered just as much 


before the Act of 1896 was passed. It was not protec-, as Irishmen from cruel landlords and evictions, and they 


tion of their prices that farmers asked but protectio 


n| hated and detested the great cattle ranches, in the sole 


from disease. The vast majority of farmers were against | interests of whose owners this Bill was framed. Almost 
this Bill, and the agitation against the existing law was | all the farmers of South Ayrshire, among whom he had 


stirred up mainly by shipowners. 


It was in the interest | lived, opposed this Bill. 


He had never met a farmer 


of the county ratepayers that the present law should be who supported it. (““Oh.”) It was said that the present 


continued ; for before its enactment enormous sums for | legislation was agin 0m 
compensation for slaughtered cattle fell upon the county | company. The 


If it was, it was in good 
10n, member for Cockermouth was a free- 


rates. The fear of diseased animals coming from Canada | trader, but if free trade in drink were proposed he and 


was justified by the fact that a great part of the boun-| the temperance party would be up in arms. 


Hon. mem- 


dary between Canada and the United States was so) bers who represented organized labour did not for a mo- 
badly guarded that cattle could cross without hindrance, | mert carry out the true principles of free trade, Chinese 


and in the United States disease was rife. 


It had been } labour could be defended on the principle of free trade. 


said that the etfect of the restrictions upon importation | Therefore, if they were wrong, they were in very good 


had been to raise the price of meat. 
pes that assertion. The average price 
orned cattle from 1888 to 1892, during which there wa 


The figures dis- | company in this matter. 


The Chancellor of the Ex- 


er stone of | chequer had said that free trade in humanity was not 


s| part and parcel of Liberal policy. They were equally 


no prohibition, was 3s. 5d. for inferior quality, 4s. 8d. | entitled to say that free trade in disease is no longer part 


for second quality, and 5s. 3d. for best quality. 


Since | and parcel of the policy of this country. 


Referring to 


store cattle had been excluded the 3s. 5d. had fallen to| the despatch on this subject sent by the Governor- 
4s, 8d., the 4s, 8d. to 3s. 11d., and the 5s. 3d., te 4s. 7d. | General of Canada in September last, he said we had 


(Cheers. ) 


upon the price and purity of the milk in this country 


(Hear, hear.) If they were removed, many an owner of | made the slightest remonstrance. 


A still more important matter was the effect | never in all our histery had such an insulting communi- 
which the removal of the present restrictions would have | cation from any of our Colonies. 


Canada had imposed 
.| import duties against this country and we had never 
Yet when we passed 


a dairy would, pay from fear and partly through the | a measure to protect our flocks and herds we were told 


real danger of t 


introduction of disease, give up dairy | by the Canadian Minister for Agriculture that it was an 
farming, and, as a cousequence, resort would have to be | unfriendly act. 


The resolution of the Dominion Par- 


had more and more to the use of condensed milks and |liament was couched in nnveracious and insulting lan 
foreign food stuffs which were really deleterious to the | guage. 


health of the children. (Hear, hear.) Canada had a con- 


Sir G. Parker (Gravesend) rose to order. Was the 


siderable number of diseases that we had not in this| hon. member entitled to speak of a communication from 

bd 
country. It was quite true they were not scheduled, but|a colonial Government to the Government of this 
that was because many of them were new diseases. As | country as unveracious. 


long as the present regulations were in force there was 


The Speaker: [ think it very undesirable that that 


no danger of the introduction of those diseases, but, if | epithet should be applied. It is liable to misconstruction. 


they threw open the country to Canadian cattle, special 
precautions would have to be taken, and even then they 
would have great difficulty in keeping these diseases out. 
There was the disease which had been so much laughed 
at by some hon. members—the mange. But there were 
two forms of this disease—the dry, which,-perhaps, was 
hot very destructive, though it would throw a heavy tax 
upon farmers in the way of dipping, and the wet mange, 
which was said to be incurable. 

Mr. Cairns said he had received a communication 
tom the Canadian Minister of Agriculture to the effect 
that they did not know, and never had known, of wet 
lange in the country. 

Mr. Lone : That they do not know it ! 

Mr. Cairns: That they do not know it and have not 
“tit. (Cries of “ Oh.”) 
th '. WARNER said there was good evidence to show 

at wet mange did exist in the country. ( Cheers.) 
nea, there were many other illnesses which we had 

tgot here, but which would prove most detrimental 
the cattle of this country. It was absurd to call this 
aye trade Bill. How could it be called a free-trade 
Hen all it did was to give a preference to Canada 
s4inst all the other countries of the world? ( Cheers.) 


Perhaps the hon. member would substitute some more 
moderate expression, 
Mr. C. Wason regretted having used the expression, 
which he withdrew. The statement in the resolution 
that Canada was free from the diseases against which 
the embargo was emposed was liable to misconstruction, 
because the Board of Agrisulture could by regulation 
apply the embargo to diseases which were now prevalent 
in Canada. Before the general election the President of 
the board of Agricultnre had led the country to under- 
stand that the Government would be no party to the 
removal of the existing restrictions. It was on that 
ground that many members for agricultural divisions 
secured election, and their constituents would be very 
much aggrieved if the Government now took a strong 
line in favour of the proposal embodied in this Bill. 
Mr. H. Greenwoop (York) was glad to make his 
maiden speech in support of this Dill, which would 
cheapen a certain article of food, and remove a her” 
standing injury and insult to ¢ anadians. He regrettec 
the tone of the immediately preceding speech _ a 
criticism passed upon a Canadian despatch to the I _ 
Government. He reminded the hon. member for the 
northern isles (a laugh) that the Dill had nothing to do 


‘the interests of cheap food, in the interests of the | 
"children of the country, whose milk supply would | 
‘lected, and in the interests of the farmer and the 


| dian disease was, he belies 


with Canadian horses, which now come into this country 


without any embargo. The whole argument from Cana 
‘ed, founded on the diagnosis 


| 
| 
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of one Canadian cow, alleged to have died of pleuro- 
pneumonia in Glasgow. Against this he put the testi- 
mony of the Dominion Government that neither before 
1892 nor since that date had there been a single case of 
leuro-pneumonia or foot-and-mouth disease in Canada. 
No other cour.try had such a spotless record, and he 
must vigorously protest against the use in that debate 
of language which implied the existence of Canadian 
disease without any direct accusation. Texan steers 
had been mentioned. He reminded the hon. member 
for the northern isles that Texas was neither part of the 
British Empire nor part of the Dominion of Canada. 
(Laughter) He did not deny that there was a kird of 
mange in some Canadian cattle, but it was innocuous 
(laughter) and no beast affected with it had ever been 
landed in this country. With a view to defending 
Canada from the stigma of a supposed readiness to 
dump down diseased cattle in this country, he traced the 
career of one of those much discussed Canadian bullocks 
from birth to beef (laughter), and enumerating the in- 
spections it underwent when alive, and afterwards as a 
carcase, asked how it was possible for disease to get 
throngh snch an inquisitorial sieve. He wished the 
free-trade opinions of some of those who were voting 
against this excellent amending Bill were put through 
such a severe test of inspection. One of the strongest, 
if not the paramount reason, why Canadians wished to 
have this embargo removed was that the intolerable 
stigma of this accusation of disease against Canada 
might be swept off the Statute Book of this country 
and that Canadian efficiency in bringing the herds 
of Canada up to the highest standard of efficiency 
might be properly recognised. In reference to the 
suggestion that the frontier line of Canada gave 
no protection against the introduction through Can- 
ada of diseased American cattle, he assured the 
House that there was no disease near the frontier, 
and that in any case the frontier line was as care- 
fully controlled by Government as any frontier line 
in the world. He had it from the Minister for Agricul- 
ture himself that there was not the slightest danger of 
American cattle being smuggled across the border. The 
Dominion Government had offered to provide any sys- 
tem of quarantine against American cattle, and to make 
even more rigorous the present rigorous investigation of 
their herds. In this whole matter the Canadian Gov- 
ernment had again and again done its best to meet the 
wishes of the Motherland, and its requests, he regretted 
to say, had been met with scant courtesy, and with no 
argument whatever. He asked the Irish party what 
democracy they were loyal to in opposing this Bill. He 
suggested that they were not loyal to the democracy 
either of this country or of Canada. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. HEAty (Louth, N.): We pay taxes, and you do 
not in Canada. (Cheers.) 

Mr. H. GREENWoop assured the hon. member that 
Canada never cost this country a single shilling. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Fretp (Dublin, St. Patrick): Nor Ireland. They 
make a profit out of us. (Laughter.) 

Mr. i. GREENWOOD said that in this particular issue 
they had the Irish party opposed for the first time, as 
far as he knew, in ae to the greatest of our self- 
governing Colonies. It was the unanimons request of 
the Dominion of Canada that this embargo should be 
removed, and in that they were opposed by some of those 
Imperialist who believed in closer commercial union 
with Canada—-when it could be got at the expense of 
some other industry than their cwn. But they carried 
the Labour party, who represented the democracy in a 
way that no other party could claim to represent it (cries 
of “Oh”), with them toa man. It would ill become 
that Imperial House to refuse to take that opportunity 
to grant a tardy measure of justice to six millions of 


loyal kinsmen in the great self-governing colony of Cav. 
ada. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. W. O’Brien (Cork) said the special class interest 
at the back of this Bill wasa small matter in comparisoy 
with the general agricultural interest not only of Ireland, 
but of England and Scotland. The passage of this bi 
would in point of fact go very far indeed to put an end 
practically to profitable agriculture in those countries 
(Hear, hear.) So far as Ireland was concerned, the pas. 
sage of the Bill would amount to a decree that would 
render at the very least 200,000 holdings absolutely wn- 
profitable and unproductive. The hon. gentleman oppo- 
site expressed amazement that the Irish party wer 
opposed to the Bill. He could assure him that in fight- 
ing against it the Irish party were fighting for the lives 
of that enormous mass of poor people to whom the 
immunity of their cattle from disease was an absolutely 
vital matter. (Cheers.) It would be very absurd for 
them to object to fair competition. What they objected 
to was unfair and absolutely destructive competition 
such as would have to be faced if once more there was a 
terrific invasion of cattle plague similar to that which 
in 1892 brought down the exportation of Irish cattle 
from 780,000 head to 240,000 head. There was no ques- 
tion of a permanent exclusion of Canadian cattle. If the 
circumstances were changed there was nothing whatever 
to prevent the House from carrying through a Bill that 
would remove these restrictions. But that ought not to 
be done on a hypothetical case, and it ought above all 
to be done with the full weight of the advice and respon- 
sibility of His Majesty’s Government, and not at the 
instance of private members. (Cheers.) He reminded 
his colleagues of the Labour party, who had declared in 
favour of the Bill, that, like them, the [rish party were 
pleading not for the rich, but for the poor. ‘They were 

leading for many tens of thousands of extremely swall 
Saidien in lreland who were themselves not farmers, bit 
mannal labourers, with one cow upon which they de- 
pended for milk for their children and for the payment 
of the rer:t of their little holdings. (Hear, hear.) He 
would remind the House that every judicial rent fixed 
since 1894 had been based upon this legislative security 
against the importation of disease. (Hear, hear.) They 
had to deal with 100,000 new peasant prcprictors 1! 
Ireland, into whose hands £40,000,000 of property had 
passed, npon the basis that there would be no sudden 
destruction of the very foundation on which agriculture 
rested in Ireland. If they suddenly struck this terrible 
blow at their industry they would inflict upon the pea 
ant proprietors a money loss which would be equal te 
their yearly payments for their land. The precipitate 
adoption of this Bill would be an act of rashmness all the 
more inexcusable becanse they had arrived at the high 
,road to success in contenting and conciliating Lrelané. 
This Bill would be a danger to British agriculture, and 
might embark unfortnnate Ireland upon a sea of anarchy 
and rnin, and that at a moment when they had an op) 
tunity of working out the regeneration of that county. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Sir H. (Stirling su’ 
this debate had been remarkable for the ability of tl 
speeches which had been delivered and_the -reat kno 
ledge of the subject which had been displayed by _ 
who had addressed the House. The speecles bad - 
a fervid and impassioned character beyond what 
were accustomed to on Friday afternoons. They — 
had strong language used, dreadful predictions me - 
and some words so violent hurtling through the ar * 
the Speaker had to stretch out his hand and stop te" 
in their career. He would endeavour to bc diepas 
ate. There were two questions in the subje«t 
House. The first was whether it was right tol" 
statutory bar to prevent cattle 


being bronght into 
ther cattle 
country from Canada. The second was i ther a 
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should be admitted from Canada. The first point was 
one that had arisen only within the last ten years. In 
1896 a Bill was carried through both Houses of Parlia- 
ment which was strenuously opposed by the Liberal 
party--(cheers)—because they thought it was an inter- 
ference with the ag control by Parliament from year 
to year over a subject which affected the people of this 
country very closely, because it stereotyped for a long 
time, if not for ever, a particular order of things, and 
because it constituted a practical interference with the 
freedom of that House of Parliament, which represented 
the people directly, by interposing the necessity, in order 
to obtain any relaxation of the rules imposed, of obtain- 
ing the assent of the other House of Parliament. He 
was as much ieee’ to that legislation now as he was 
at that time—(hear, hear)—on the grounds which he had 
named. Moreover, he was disposed to view with dis- 
favour anything which seemed to be a slight on a great 
coleny ‘of this Empire—-that might be a somewhat novel 
character for him to appear in—(Opposition cheers)— 
according to the views and the endless assertions of hon. 
members opposite-—a colony whose interests we were 
bound to consider to the utmost of our power. They 
had heard of proposals for the preferential treatment of 
Canada. But the Act of 1896 was penalising treatment, 
and he was lost in amazement that the Imperialist party 
opposite, who talked so much about the Colonies, 
should insist with such tenacity and almost ferocity as 
they had done upon a ineasure which they knew to be 
distasteful to the majority of the people of Canada and 
which really cast a stigma upon the agriculture of that 
colony. (Opposition dissent.) Those were the views he 
took on the subject. He preferred intinitely the old 
system of leaving these matters to the discretion of the 
Board of Agriculture. (Hear, hear.) If the Board of 
Agriculture was not strong enough, was not competent, 
was not well advised by the best expert opinion, they 
should strengthen the Board of Agriculture. He be- 
lieved that it was perfectly competent to embrace all the 
facts that were necessary, to weigh them and to under- 
stand them, and to act as a watch-dog to prevent disease 
from being introduced into this country. A great deal 
had been sad as to whether Canadian cattle should be 
introduced into this country, and they had had most 
diverse opinions from the different branches of the 
farming industry. Ultima Thule said one thing, the 
Highlands another; the east of Scotland had one 
opinion, the south-west another ; the north of England, 
the Midlands, Norfolk and Suffolk all had an opinion. 
He did not know that the south of England had spoken 
out very strongly. Ireland had a strong and almost 
inanimous opinion. (Nationalist cheers.) They were 
dealing not with any agricultural question as a whole, 
but with the different branches of agriculture with their 
Separate interests, prejudices, and ideas on the subject. 
hat constituted a very mixed state of things. He 
believed that in the present circumstances there would 
2 case for the immediate removal of legislative re- 
“ttictions, and the placing of the matter under the 
authority of the Board of Agriculture. But he thought 
they ought to consider very sympathetically the nervous- 
less which was felt in many parts of the country, even i 
they were not satisfied that that nervonsness was entirely 
justified by the facts. He took two instances. There was 
* great and, he believed, beneficent and promising trans- 
umation g ing on in agriculture in the direction of the 
arger employment of the svil for the purposes of dairy 
arning. (Hear, hear.) That, of course, was a thing to 

* €ieouraged ; at all events, it should be allowed a free 
‘ourse. He could conceive few things more likely to 
at It,and prevent its rapid development either here or 
meland, than a really intense fear of the importation 
'sease. Again, he recognised that the present 
“tsitional state of affairs in Ireland ought to be dealt 
very cautiously. It was not unnatural that there 


should be hesitation in immediately adopting the policy 
of throwing the ports open. For ‘his part, he had the 
good fortune to live in a part of the world where cattle 
were fat, and his neighbours, with very few exceptions, 
were in favour of the earliest possible admission of 
Canadian cattle under proper restrictions, and with 
proper precautions. A year or more ago he met a wum- 
ber of the farmers of his neighbourhood, with whose 
views he expressed sympathy, knowing how important 
1c was to them to have an abundant source of supply for 
their business, but he took occasion to warn them that 
he very much doubted whether the House of Commons, 
and, above all, the other Honse, would be likely at the 
first blowing of the trumpet to lower these walls of 
Jericho, He observed that a noble lord yesterday said 
that he was engaged in explaining away his statement 
(laughter), but he had said enongh to show that he 
merely repeated his statements. While fully sympathis- 
ing with the desire of his neighbours, while willing to 
give thea hand in endeavouring to bring it about, yet 
he thought they must not be too sanguine and expect 
that it could be done in a day. The hon. member for 
Cork said this legislation did not give any permanent 
exclusion of Canadian or other cattle, and it could be re- 
pealed if the circumstances justified it. He thought his 
hon. friend on reflection would see that it was not easy 
to repeal an Act of Parliament even if the time for the 
necessity had long passed away. 

Mr. W. O'BRIEN said he only suggested that it would 
be easier for a Government to do so than a private 
member. 

Sir H. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN said that a good thing 
was good from either source, and a bad thing bad. But 
the question before the House now was whether we 
should remain hide-bound by an Act of Parliament 
which left the House of Commons no direct power over 
this matter, and which departed from the old principle 
of leaving the discretion to the properly-constituted pub- 
lic Department. The second question is as to the merits 
of the policy of soon introducing Canadian Cattle, and 
on that he recognised the great difference of opinion, not 
only among members of the House, but in different 
parts of the country. Seeing that that was so, he 
thought the House ought to be left, in a question such 
as this, without the interference of the ordinary influ- 
ences of party, and, having explained his own feelings 
and views on the subject, he wished to say that the 
Government had no desire to interfere in any way with 
the action of the House. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Lone thought it was particularly unfortunate 
that in a matter of such importance no member on the 
benches behind him had yet been able to take part in 
that debate. (Hear, hear.) He fancied the Prime 
Minister had failed to appreciate the full meaning of 
the comment made by the hon. member for Cork. The 
question was whether a subject so important, affecting 
so many interests in the country, and being dependent 
for its solution on information for which the Govern 
ment alone ought to be responsible, ought to be left in 
the hands of a private member. The Prime Minister's 
opinion would be received by all of then with respect, 


f} but he should not be misunderstood when he said that 


they were entitled also to hear what the opinion of the 
Joard of Agriculture was. ‘The course recommended by 
the Prime Minister was that they should revert to the eon 
dition of things existing before 1896 that the exelusion 
or the reverse of these or other cattle should he left to 
the discretion of the Board of Agriculture, But what 
assurance had they got that that discretion would be 
exercised? The Board of Agriculture had spoken 
throngh its President ia another place, and although a 
noble lord expressed himself as unable to state detinitely 
what the views of the Government were, it was not at 
all difficult to ascertain that, if he were free to express 


the opinion of the Board of Agricultnre, he would have 


= 

| 
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said what the Board of Agriculture said in 1896. He was 
responsible for carrying the Act of 1896, and he then 
said, speaking for the Department, “It was the opinion 
of the Department that a very serious responsibility was 
cast upon them in the discharge of this very difficult 
duty. They felt it was impossible to be satified that 
plenro-pneumonia had not Sonn imported at any time 
under existing regulations. It was a disease extremely 
obscure in its character, often latent in animals fora 
very long period, and occasionally it was discovered 
almost by accident.” Those were the views of every 
member of the Department in 1896. He thought they 
were entitled to ee from the Board of Agriculture 
whether the views of 1896 were the views of 1906, and, 
if they were not, why they had been altered and what 
they were to-day. He was not going to deal with the 

uestion of protection. They had had some pretty 
fighting on both sides on this very small point. Some 
hon. gentlemen, who found protection in almost every- 
thing that was suggested, were very indignant at what 
they regarded as an invasion of free trade. But was 
not the remedy they proposed clearly a case of prefer- 
ence of one colony over another? He had never hesi- 
tated to face the argument as te the protective side of 
the question. If it could be established, as it had been, 
that these restrictions were necessary in the interests 
of the health of our stock, were we to refuse to take ad- 
vantage of our insular position, were we to refuse to 
impose regulations which were justified by the results 
which had followed from them, because it was possible 
for some ingenious persons to find in their application 
some shred of that policy of protection to which they 
were so entirely opposed! Were we to abandou the 
regulations which had given us a clean bill of health 
because it followed possibly from their application that 
there was some measure of protection of the poor Irish 
farmer who raised store stock? It w-s no doubt true 
that while the number of store cattle in the country 
had increased, and the price had fallen, the Norfolk 
farmer could not get the store cattle he wanted. The 
store cattle in this country were yearlings, or two-year- 
olds at most, but what the Norfolk farmers wanted 
was tht famous beast—the Norfolk fed fat beast— 
which had spent three and a half years of its life in 
Canada and six weeks in Norfolk. (Laughter.) His 
complaint was that the Irish farmer was not prepared to 
keep the store beast till it was a three-year-old and then 
sell it to him at the price of a two-year-old. If the 
Norfolk farmer was content to take the store cattle that 
other farmers took, he could buy more to-day and at 
lower prices than before this restriction was imposed. 
It was the same in regard to a small section of men on 
the east coast of Scotland, who in 1896 told him he was 
taking their livelihood away. Their livelihood con- 
sisted of buying Canadian store three-year-old cattle, 
keeping them three months in Scotland, and selling 
them as prime Scotch beef. (Laughter.) That might 
be the trne principle of free trade ; it was not a good 
example of the principles of fair agriculture. It had 
been said that those who opposed the Bill were afraid 
of competition, but he was there to say that the decision 
of the Government to carry the measure of 1896 had 
nothing to do with the question of competition. With 
regard to the position of Canada, he had had many in- 
terviews with Canadian statesmen, and he did not think 
the action of the home Government in this matter was 
regarded as involving any stigma on the Canadian 

eople. It was no offence to the people of the great 

ominion to say to-day what we said in 1896, that the 
invasion of our herds by disease was the greatest injury 
which could possibly be inflicted upon the best and 
largest branch of British agriculture. (Cheers.) We 
had only succeeded in getting a clean bill of health by 
a out of this country stock of which it might be 
sai 


with truth that they were perfectly healthy, but in. 


regard to which it was possible at any monient that 
disease might occur ; and if that disease found its way 
into this country the loss to stock owners and to the 
British public would be incalculable. (Cheers.) It was 
said that this was a consumers’ question. Well, he 
had seen foreign fat cattle imported into this country 
and slaughtered at the port of debarkation, and there 
was no greater boon to the poorer people of this country 
than the enormous impetus given to that trade by the 
existing regulations. By the circumstances of its im- 
port this foreign meat had to be sold very soon, and in 
every country village, on two or three days a week, carts 
went round and people were able to buy small joints at 
3d. and 4d. a pound. That had been the result so far 
as the consumer was concerned. Let the House be 
careful that they did not interfere with that result, 
(Hear, hear.) The members who supported this Bill in 
the belief that they were going to get a large number of 
store cattle from Canada to fatten had no guarantee 
that they would get them, for before the restrictions 


now complained of the Canadians were learning how - 


to turn their store cattle into fat cattle in order to send 
them here for higher prices. The Board of Agriculture, 
and the Privy Council before it, had by their untiring 
energy and devotion to their work and their wise policy 
of exclusion got for the stock of this country a clean bill 
of health. Noone who remembered, as he did, the days 
when cattle were dying like flies from rinderpest and 
cattle plague, and farmers were brought to ruin could 
do otherwise than strenuously oppose this Bill. 
There was the question of cash as well as the question of 
the interests of the farmers to consider. If this Bill 
passed there must be a much more rigorous system of 
Inspection, and when disease was discovered there must 
be slaughter of cattle and compensation, for wiich at 
present practically nothing was being paid. Did the 
House want once more to embark on this heavy expendi- 
ture accompanied by risk of the introduction wf disease! 
The Prime Minister talked of leaving matters to the 
Board of Agriculture. This was not a question to beleft 
to any Board ; not that he was afraid of the Board of 
Agriculture if it could speak with its own voice. It was 
the Cabinet which would control that Board of which he 
was afraid. If the Board of Agriculture spoke by its 
own representative, he believed it would agree in every 
letter with the opinion he expressed on its behalf ten 
years ago. Why had the Minister representing that Board 
not spoken that day? The fact that the Prime Minister 
had spoken instead of him showed that the question 
could not be left to the Board of Agriculture and that 
Parliament must decide it. The moment they passed 
this Bill they would be embarking on a great gamble 1 
the food of the people, which they had no right todo. 
He reminded the shipowners of the losses to which they 
were subjected before when disease broke out amons 
their cargoes. It had been shown that there was I 
injury to the consumer at present, no justification of the 
argument that there had been any rise in prices ; bat !! 
there was any case in the world in whicli protection 
would be justified, it would be in the case of the sua 
farmers who were earning a precarious liveliliood, and he 
made the House a present of anything they could . . 
of the protection argument. His point was that t 
House had no right to expose the stock raisers 
farmers to the risks of invasion by disease. He earnes! 1 
implored the House, in the interests not on!y of ast ' 
ture but of the whole community, to refrse a see" 
reading to this Bill. (Cheers.) er 
Mr. Crome (Kincardineshire), who ros" amid 
of “Strachie,” said he represented an agricultural 
stituency, but if he voted against this Bill ye wou" be 
afraid to face his constituents. The Scottish han Hf 
of Agriculture had repeatedly declared 
removing the restrictions on Canadian cattle. ect 
assumed by the opponents of the Bill that ' © 
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would be to remove every kind of embargo on the im- 

rtation of cattle. If that were the object of the Bill, 
” would be keenly opposed to it ; but it was only desired 
to restore the condition of things which existed before 
1896. If disease were to come into this country it would 
affect his constituency rather than the constituencies of 
wany of those who opposed this Bill, yet his constituents 
were not afraid of it. The existing system was pure 
protection. These restrictions were leading to great 
agricultural distress and to depopulation of the country, 
It seemed to him that they were undisguised protection, 
and he was surprised that so many of his hon. friends 
who were returned two months ago to that House as 
free-traders were willing to bow down before this Baal 
because they happened to recognise on the head of that 
many visaged god the horns of their own cattle. 

Mr. Frexp declared that the agitation for the repeal of 
the present restrictions did not come from the consumers 
or the tenant farmers. (Ministerial cries of “Oh.”) He 
believed it was engineered principally by shipowners 
and dock companies. (Cheers and Ministerial protests.) 
The Irish people had good reason to resist oh a Bill, 
which would have a serious effect on the future of Ire- 
land. Irish farmers had taken advantage of the Land 
Act, never anticipating such a change as this, which 
would tend to reduce the value of their produce and to 
that extent reduce their ability to pay their instalments. 
It was an extraordinary thing for the Government to 
acquiesce in legislation that would tend to reduce the 
value of its Irish land securities. 

Mr. Howarp (Cumberland, Eskdale), opposed the 
Bill in the interest of cattle breeding in this country, and 
created some amusement by addressing the House as 
“Ladies and Gentlemen.” This was a farmers’, not a 
landlords’ question. In the event of cattle being slaugh- 
terered on account of an outbreak of disease, two-thirds 
of the cost would fall on the rates and a third on the 
farmer. That Canada asked for snch a Bill was no rea- 
son for passing it, the first duty of the House was to 
have regard to the agricultural interest of this country. 


The existing restriction in no way infringed the princi-|q 


ple of free trade, and conduced to the preservation of 
our cattle breeding industry in a sound condition. 

Mr. G. D. Faser (York) opposed the Bill from the 
points of view of breeder and consumer. He was un- 
able to see how the Bill would benefit Canada, the 
dealers in the colony had ample means for fattening 
cattle and getting good prices at the slaughter ports. 
Consumers had the benefit of this meat as a second 
quality only inferior to the home-bred meat ; they had 
also an immense supply of refrigerated meat and a fourth 
snpply preserved in other ways. He could not see how 
It would help the consumer to have Canadian cattle 
landed and fattened in England for sale as English. By 
ry the Bill the supply of second-grade meat would 

cut off. The Prime Minister a short time since ex- 
pressed a desire to make the land a treasure house 
forthe nation, but this was an odd way to start the 
Operation, 

Mr. Carrns claimed to move the closure, but the 
Speaker did not accept the motion, and tlre debate was 

journed under the rule for Friday sittings.—7%mes. 


VETERINARY AND LAY STAFFS OF THE 
BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. 


Answer to a question of Mr. Alex. Cross, M.P., as to 
rol le occupations and salaries of the lay inspec- 


A. 245/1906. 
MEMORANDUM. 
terinary Staff of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, 


whole of the Veterinary Staff of the Board for work 
arising under the Diseases of Animals Acts generally, 
and have at the same time agreed t» certain alterations 
as regards the number of Lnspectors to be employed and 
the rate of salaries attaching to the various posts. When 
the new arrangements are completed the permanent 
establishment will consist of the following Ofticers, all 
of whom will be pensionable, viz. : 


1 Chief Veterinary Officer £800 to £1000 
after 5 years, 
i Assistant Veterinary Ofticer £500 x £20 to £700 
The present holder of this post will 

retain his right to rise to a maxi- 


mum of £750 per annum. 


1 Superintending Vet. Inspector 500 x 20 700 
4 Veterinary Inspectors . B800x Lb 400 
(with an additional allowance of £100 

6 Veterinary Inspectors 300 x 15 400 


Before an Inspector not at present on the permanent 
establishment is promoted to one of these permanent 
posts, he will be required to pass an examination in 
theoretical and practical animal hygiene (including tropi- 
cal medicine), as well asin the Diseases of Animals Acts 
and the Orders of the Board made thereunder, As re- 
gards veterinary subjects the examination will be one 
in which a Veterinary Surgeon who has studied at one 
of the Post-Graduate Courses at one of the Veterin ry 

Jolleges might be expected to qualify without further 

special study. Inspectors who have not already taken 
such a course will be given special facilities for doing so 
shortly before their examination. The examination in 
the Acts and Orders will be that prescribed for Inspec- 
tors of the Animals Division. I any officer at present 
serving in the Department fails to pass his examinati.n, 
the Board will be prepared to submit his name to the 
Commissioners for re-examination at the expiry of one 
year from the date of the failure. 
Permanent Veterinary Inspectors will be liable to be 
employed either on the general work of the Animals 
Division or upon duties at the Ports as the Board may 
irect. 

The Treasury have also sanctioned the employment of 
12 Assistant Veterinary Inspectors, with salaries for 
Inspectors appointed after the date of this Memo- 
randum of £200 x £10 to £300. These are tempor- 
ary posts and carry no superannuation rights. The 
adieu of Temporary Veterinary Inspectors whose ser- 
vices may be retained after the date appointed for the 
new scale of salary to come into furce, will rise by the 
same increment to a maximum of £300. They will, 
however, be required to qualify, for promotion to the 
permanent staff by submitting themselves for examina- 
tion in the manner above indicated at dates to be here- 
after determined upon. The requirements as regards 
ony future appointment to the post of Assistant Veter- 
inary Inspector (Non-established) will be that the candi. 
date shall have graduated as Member of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons at least two years before the 
date of any proposed a ange to the post, and that 
he shall be required to show that since such graduation 
he has been engaged and has acquired practical expert 
ence in some recognised branch of the veterinary pro- 
fession. The employment of an Assistant Veterinary 
Inspector under the Board will be probationary for a 
period of two years, and the retention of an. Assistant 
Inspector at the expiration of that period will be con 
ditional on his passing the prescribed examination, at a 
date not later than the expiry of his third year of service. 
The services of an Assistant Veterinary Inspector will 
not be retained after he has reached the age of 45 years. 

T. H. Seeretary. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
4 Whitehall Place, London, 5.W. 


The Treasury have authorised the employment of the 


22nd March, 1906. 
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INSPECTORATE OF THE ANIMALS DIVISION. 


No. Grade. Scale of Salary. Status as to Pension. 
Lay INsPEcTtoRATE— 
2 Superintending Inspectors £500 x £20 to £700. Pensionable. 
4 General Inspectors £300 x 15 400. ae 
with allowance of 100. 
19 Inspectors (14 non-established) 300 x 15 400. 5 Pensionable, 

‘ 14 non-pensionable. 
22 Assistant Inspectors (non-established) 150 x 10 250. Non-pensionable. 
47 

VETERINARY INSPECTORATE— 
1 Superintending Inspector £500 x £20 to £700. Pensionable. 
4 Inspectors 300 x 15 400. - 
with allowance of 100. 
6 300 15 400. 
12 Assistant Inspectors (non-established) 200 x 10 300 Non-pensionable. 


93 Local Vety. Inspectors (in private practice) Retaining fee of 12 guineas a year in _ 
— addition to a fee of £1 11s. 6d. for “ 
116 each outbreak or reported outbreak 
— of swine-fever visited. 


163 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Accounts Branch, March 14, 1906. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases cep] Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
| 
Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out- | Slaugh- 
mals. jbreaks} mals. mals. | 2°88: Other Loss breaks. | tered * 
Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended Apr.14] 16 | 16 
1905 21 30 29| 33 | 13] T 
Corresponding week in 1904 ..] 16 24 13 32 th 
(1903 15 | 19 24 | 88 st 
Total for 15 weeks, 1906 ee | 293 410 322. 612 | 260 282 1332 te 
| ——_ ex 
1905 .. | 317 452 G47 581 186 988 | 
Corresponding period in {1904 .. | 306 420 432 = 820 973 377 2209 
1903 .. | 238 369 . 356 627 | 1057 408 1871 sic 
pe 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 17th, 1906. to 
for 
IRELAND. Week ended April7| .. | .. | | .. 
i i ee os a 1 1 lz ‘ 
Total for 14 weeks, 1906 | 2 2 2 | 7 | 119 | 9 fon 
1905 2| 2 . | 188 23 | 
i iod i 1 2 2 3 i8 | 307 ure 


Epizootic Lymphangitis; Week ending Jan. 27, 1906, 1 case. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Castle Street), Dublin, April 12, 1906. ; 
Notr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infect 
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HORSE-SICKNESS CURE. 
INTERVIEW WITH Mr. J. M. C.V.S. 


It is known that Dr. Theiler, the Bacteriolugist to 
the Veterinary Department, at Pretoria, has been suc- 
cessful in discovering a treatment for the immunising 
of mules against the “ horse--ickness” scourge. With 
the object of gaining a more precise information regard- 
ing the matter, especially in so far as it might affect 
owners Of horses and mules in this country, a represen- 
tative of this journal called upon Mr. J. M. Sinclair, 
our Chief Veterinary Surgeon. 

“Yes,” said Mr. Sinclair, “there is no doubt what- 
ever about the discovery of a preventive. You must 
know that Dr. Thieler has been experimenting for years 
past, and he had already had a certain amount of suc- 
cess. The labour and expense was great, and he had 
not much encouragement from the Dutch authorities. 


But when the British Government took charge of affairs ' 


in the Transvaal, they recognised, at once, the value 
and importance of his work, and gave him every possi- 
ble facility for continuing his experiments. Last year 
he succeeded in getting the most satisfactory results, 
and in bringing things down to a practical working 
basis. The first news of his success was sent to Rho- 
desia by our old C.V.S., Mr. Gray, who is now acting 
in the same capacity to the Transvaal. He gave us an 
account of the results obtained and wrote offering us 
a quantity of serum. In consequence of this offer,” 
continued Mr. Sinclair, “I went down to Pretoria to 
observe the process. I remained there for three weeks, 
and during that time I saw 84 mules inoculated by Dr. 
Theiler’s method. I watched them daily until they 
were discharged, and the result of the treatment was 
- a of oneanimal only — it died from the disease 
ik-kop. 

“What about horses ?” 

“Experiments with horses are now proceeding. They 
have met with a certain measure of success, but it is as 
yet too soon to speak of them.” 

“But you were perfectly convinced as to the success- 
ful treatment of the mules ?” 

“Yes, quite. Inoculation is going on on a very large 
scale all over the Transvaal, with the best of results. 
The first animals to be treated were the Government’s ; 
these were followed by the farmers’, and inoculation 
stations are now being established in every district. 
Some thousands of animals have been treated and the 
records kept to date show that the average loss does not 
exceed 5 per cent.” 

“Is the loss to be still further reduced ?” 

_“Possibly ; but a loss of 5 per cent. only can be con- 
sidered as quite satisfactory. I don’t think it is ex- 
pected to bring it lower. Since the disease has actually 
to be communicated, a small loss must always be looked 
for, you know.” 

And then 2?” 

‘Well, [thought it quite good enough, and started 
ack for Rhodesia with a supply of the serum. I have 
‘ince begun the work of inoculation. The method is a 
‘imultaneous injection of virus and serum, followed, 
four days later, by another injection of serum alone. 
Asa result the animals are passed through a modified 
orm of horse-sickness, and a small percentage of them 
evelop symptoms of dik-kop. The entire process takes 
iree weeks, at the end of which time the animals are 
charged and are fit for work.” 

And how long does the immunity last ?” 

, “De. Theiler is satistied that, once done, no further 
inoculations are necessary. In fact, that the animals 
are then permanently immune.” 

, Pan far, I have inoculated the Government transport 
id police mules, here and at Gwelo, and presently 


shall go to Salisbury and Umt:li, completing the inocu- 
lation of all the Government animals,” 

's Can you supply the serum to the public ? 

“No, The thing is too important to permit of un- 
skilled handling. _If the conditions are not observed 
exactly, or if, say, imperfectly cleaned instruments were 
used, failure might result, and doubt be cast on the 
method. Asa fact, 1 have only 200 doses. But if the 
public will come forward and say how many animals 
they want inoculated I shall at once try to get more. 
This depends, at os, on the Transvaal demand, for 
its manufacture has only just begun on an extended 
scale. But it is hoped next year that larger quantities 
can be supplied. It will “le manufactured here, but 
by the Department at Pretoria. The process is a very 
expensive one, involving, in the preparation of animals 
for the production of the serum, a considerable loss.” 

“What will the cost of inoculation be ?” 

“Well, that has yet to be arranged. The Transvaal 
Government charge is 30s. per animal. But, I take it, 
when we are ready, and the animals are brought to the 
inoculation stations, that the fee will be found to be 
moderate enough.” 

A few words more on the topic of the general im- 
portance of the discovery, the assured prospect it opened 
up in the way of mule breeding, and so on, he the 
interview toa close. Mr. Sinclair is most enthusiastic 
on the subject, and it will clearly not be his fault if, at 
no distant date, every mule in the country is not 
— to undergo the treatment.—Buluwayo Chro- 
nicle. 


THE ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE. 


The twenty-third Congress of the Institute will, at 
the invitation of an influential Local Committee, presi- 
ded over by Dr. Colston Wintle, Chairman of the Health 
Committee of the City of Bristol, be held this year at 
Bristol, under the Presidency of the Right Hon. Sir 
Edward Fry, P.C., D.C.L., LL.D., F.R.S., commencing 
on July 9th. The Council hope that all the members 
will endeavour to be present, so as to make the Congress 
of the Institute thoroughly successful. 

If you will fi!l up and return to me the annexed form 
I will forward to you a Member's Congress Ticket, and 
if you wish [ will send you a list of the hotel and lodging 
accommodation as soon as it is prepared. ; 

The President of the Veterinary Section is Frank 
Leigh, Esq., F.R.C.V.S. 

Arrangements have been made with the Railway Com- 
panies to issue return tickets to Bristol, as they have 
done at previous Congresses, at a single fare and a 
quarter, available from July 5th to 23rd. A certificate 
to enable ticket holders to obtain reduced fares will be 
forwarded with each ticket, which may be obtained from 
the Secretary, Margaret Street, W., one guinea each. 


ROYAL INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH. 


The Royal Institute of Public Health have accepted 
an invitation from the Corporation to hold their next 
Annual Congress in Cork, from Thursday, the 28th 
June, to Tuesday, the 3rd July, 1906 (both days inelu- 
sive), Veterinary Societies are invited to appoint dele- 
gates to attend and take part in the proceedings of the 

‘ongress. 

' The business of the meeting will be arranged in Sec- 
€ 

ee Medicine. 4. Municipal and Parlia- 

mentary. _¢. Bacteriology and Chemistry, d. 

eering and Building Construction. — ¢. Child Study an 


School Health. 7. Veterinary Hygiene. 
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There will also be a Ladies’ Section, Conferences, etc. 

Delegates will be furnished with a fully illustrated 
and descriptive handbook. 

Apart from the more serious work of the Congress, 
the comfort and pleasure of the visitors will not be lost 
sight of, and owing to the close proximity of Cork to 
many picturesque tourist resorts in the South of Ireland, 
including Blarney Castle, Lakes of Killarney, Glen- 
garriff, etc., we are in an exceptionally favourable posi- 
tion to make arrangements which we feel sure will be 
acceptable to those attending the Congress. 

The subscription of one guinea for each delegate will 
entitle him to receive, not only copies of any transactions 
of the Congress, but the monthly publications of the 
Journal of the Royal Institute of Public Health during 
the ensuing twelve months. 


THE VETERINARY DISPENSARY SCHEME IN 
IRELAND. 


At the quarterly meeting of the Queen’s Co. Council 
held at Maryborough on Monday, April 2, Mr. Jobn 
Byrne, J.P., Vice-Chairman, presiding, the Council 
proceeded to deal with the scheme of veterinary dis- 
pensaries submitted by the County Committee of Agri- 
culture. 

The Secretary said he had a communication from the 
Co. Councils General Council stating that they had 
— a resolution on the subject. He wrote to the 

epartment on the subject and received the following 


29th March, 1906. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 14th inst., 
and its accompanying copy of a draft scheme prepared 
by a sub-committee of the County Committee of Agri- 
culture and Technical Instruction for the establishment 
of veterinary dispensaries, I have to state that in the 
opinion of the Department the subject presents so many 
difficulties that it requires much fuller consideration 
than it has yet received on the part of the various public 
ies who have expressed an interest in it and who 
would be affected by a scheme of this nature. It may 
be mentioned that amongst those whose views have so 
far reached the Department, opinion is not unanimous. 
As regards the question of cost, the expense of the 
medical dispensary system (which, however, was estab- 
lished for the benefit of poor persons only) may be in 
some degree a guide in forming an idea as to the approxi- 
mate expense of veterinary dispensaries. There are 740 
dispensary districts in Ireland; and the Department are 
informed that duriug the year ended 31st March, 1905, 
the 807 medical officers of these dispensary districts re- 
ceived a sum of £103,880 under the heads of salary and 
payments for substitutes. In the same year a sum of 
£3,315 was paid for apothecaries, and £18,676 for medi- 
cines and medical appliances. Furthermore, the dispen- 
sary premises are provided and maintained by the 
Boards of Guardians out of the poor rate. If larger 
areas than dispensary districts are selected under a 
veterinary dispensary system, such, for example, as the 
rural districts, 226 in nuinber, the cost of locomotion of 
the veterinary surgeons would become a very substantial 
item of expenditure. With reference to the suggestion 
that the funds required for the scheme should be partly 
provided out of moneys set aside under the Diseases of 
Animals Acts, and partly out of the money allocated 
under the Agriculture and Technical Instruction Act, [ 
have to point out that the General Cattle Diseases Fund 
could not, without special legislation, be made available 
for any other purposes than those specifically mentioned 
in Sections 72 and 73 of the Diseases of Animals Act, 
1894, and Section 3 of the Diseases of Animals Act, 
1903; and that any proposal to apply a portion of the 


rep 


Endowment Fund under the Agriculture and Technic! 
Instruction Act towards the cost of the scheme shou)! 
be considered in the light of the fact that its applica. 
tion for this purpose would diminish the amount avai. 
able for other schemes in the respective counties. The 
Department may also mention that they have been ad. 
vised that a local authority under the Diseases of Ajj. 
mals Acts has no legal power to attach to the appoint: 
ment of a veterinary inspector under those Acts cond}: 
tions as to the fees chargeable for cases of illness amon; 
animals which come within the ordinary private pra- 
tice of a veterinary surgeon. The Department under. 
stand that the veterinary profession are to consider the 
question of the establishment of dispensaries at an early 
dete : and they need not point out that it would be a 
essential element of the success of any scheme of the 
kind that it should have the cordial approval and syw- 
pathy of the profession who would have to carry it out, 
For these reasons the Department feel that it would lk 
premature for public bodies, whether in favour of or 
against the proposal, to press for a more rapid consider: 
tion of the matter. In the meantime the Department 
will endeavour to obtain further information on the 
subject. The draft scheme is returned as requested— 
Lam, ete., 


T. P. Secretary. t 
Mr. Breen : A very sensible letter. 
Mr. Dowling proposed that the scheme be adopted. 1 
Mr. Fitzpatrick said if some such scheme were not , 
adopted by the Department the whole Agricultural and 
Technical Scheme would stand on a bad foundation in : 
the Queen’s County, because the majority of the people t 
regarded it as the main scheme and of more utility : 
than all the othe:s. If it were not adopted there wouli 
be great opposition to the other schemes when the time tl 
would come to oppose them. 0 
Mr. J. J. Carroll, Secretary to the Committee, statel " 
that at the last meeting of that body he was directed tv . 
appear before the County Couneil and explain the pos: 
tion of the Committee towards the scheme. — He sail th 
the great majority of the committees to whom the scheue 
had been forwarded had approved of it. In view of tht by 
Department's letter, however, he suggested that tli 
consideration of the scheme might be adjourned pending fo 
the meeting of a conference of delegates from Count! io 
Committees. in 
Mr. Breen said only five or six committees in all [re sis 
land approved of the scheme. ie 
Mr. Corbet: Ten. pa 
Mr. Carroll: It was approved of at the last meetilt fa 
of the County Councils’ General Council. m 
The Secretary : They approved of the principle, and th 
it is tocome up at their next meeting for consideratio ms 
of the details. . mi 
The Chairman said it would now be better to adjout! : 
for further consideration ; they could not now determill 


the appointment of veterinary inspectors. 

Mr. Carroll suggested that the Council should appro" 
of the principle. 

Mr. Breen moved the rejection of the scheme in tht 
following terms :---“ That having regard to the abseli 
of disease of a serious nature in the county, and in vie! 
of the large increase in the rates, we deem it unfair au 
unjust to the ratepayers to further increase their lia)!" 
ties.” He said there was nothing like an outbreak of 
epidemic, and the present Act was working very ““* 
The Committee in their scheme stated that It i 
owing to swine fever and other diseases that they " 
posed this scheme. There was no such thing int 
county. 

The Secretary, in reply to Mr. Breen, said sw 
fever was stamped ont completely in the county. the 
Carroll said the scheme was made becal 
veterinary inspectors had no duties. 
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} the happiest in the world. 
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| veterinary dispensary surgeons be worked to death in a 
few years. 1 
| The cost of the scheme would go into thousands, and 


S fours with the Medical Charities Act, because a man that 


| veterinary surgeons did not demand their fees on the 
first visit, and the veterinary surgeons would be very 
| vlad to have moderate fees if they hal increased 
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Mr. Breen, continuing, said if acts of Parliament 


They had a huge army 
of officers. He wanted to stand up for the interests 
people who worked and toiled. The (om- 
mittee might be verv desirous of being just and fair 
to the public, but they were mistaken. 


sary doctors were worked to death, and so would the 
This was only the thin end of the wedge. 


would confer no corresponding benefit on the poor 
people that it was intended to serve. It was not on all 


had cattle was not so badly off and it was no great hard- 
ship on such a man to pay a fee. So far as he knew, the 


practice. 

Mr. Carroll said it was estimated that £120 would 
cover all the expenses of the dispensary. 

Mr. Breen said the Committee must have drawn on 
their imagination in supposing that they could carry on 
adispensary with such an amount. A veterinary sur- 
geon who would have to travel 13 or 14 miles on a fee of 
1/3 _ be in a very bad fraine of mind for treating an 
animal. 

Mr. Carroll: You misrepresent the thing there. It 
isin order that he will not have to travel that distance 
that the Committee suggest that the County be divided 
into three districts. 

Mr. Breen said no matter how they manipulated it 
they could not divide the county so that at some time 
or other a veterinary surgeon would not have to travel 
along distance. He had seen Sir Algernon Coote’s re- 
mark about surgeons residing in the connty. That was 
a direct attack ou Mr. Holland, who did not reside in 
the county. 

Mr. Carroll said the scheme might affect Mr. Holland, 
but it was made in the interests of the ratepayers. 

Mr. Breen said he had been listening to this thing 
for 30 years on public bodies, and whenever there was 
jobberv to be done it was said that the thing was for the 
Interests of the small ratepayers. This scheme was 
‘imply to create a vacancy in the county, and he ob- 
jected to it. If it were in the interests of the rate- 
payers, he would certainly not object. It was hardly 
fair, as was the custom of the Government, to transfer 
ioney from the pockets of one section of the people to 
the pockets of another section. This scheme would be 
making one man pay for another whose circumstances 
might perhaps be better. 

Mr. M‘Mahon, Cuddagh, said he thought it would be 
better to adjourn consideration. 

Mr. Breen : No ; I refuse. 

Mr. James M‘Mahon said there was no use at the 
besent time in either adopting or rejecting the scheme. 

fy Were powerless, having no funds, and being unable 
‘0 Interfere with the veterinary inspectors without fresh 
sislation. He agreed to some extent with the remarks 
of Mr. Breen. There were some men who would benefit 

¥ the scheme who would be better able to pay than 
on With large farms. He knew men who would be 
th td poor, who had a few cows and won prizes at all 
“a shows in the county. It would be surely monstrous 
— the ratepayers of the county to pay fer gratuitous 
: Vice for men of that description. He did not think it 
beety to propose the rejection of the scheme at all, 
: use he thought it defeated itself. He would, if 
“essary, second Mr. Breen’s proposition. 

‘Ir. Carroll argued that the scheme would not increase 


The Medi-|1 
> cal Charities Act was not a thing to go by. The dispen- 


Mr Breen: Our rates are increased by 5d. this year, 
and 5d last year. 

The Chairman ; And 8d in some parts. 

Mr, Williams: Fourpence in Mountmellick. 

The Chairman said they were not such fools as to 
believe that £360 would work the scheme. That would 
ve only an atom in the expenditure, 

On the motion of Mr. Brennan, seconded by Mr. 
M‘Mahon, Cuddagh, it was decided that consideration 
of the scheme be adjourned until further information 
be obtsined.—-7'he Nationalist and Leinster 

“mes, 


Prosecution by the R.C.V.S. 


At the Ballybay Petty Sessions, before Mr. L. D. Gray, 
J.P. (presiding), Sir Nicholas Gosselin, Messrs. W. M. S. 
Moore, R.M., Thos. Dignam, J.P., and D. J. Carson, J.P. 

George Norris, Ballybay, was summoned at the suit 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for having 
on the 10th March 1906, nsed the title of “ Veterinary 
Surgeon” contrary to the provisions of the Act. The 
following was the charge as specified in the summons :— 
“ Defendant not being a person for the time being on the 
Register of Veterinary Surgeons, and who did not on 
the 27th August, 1881, —viz., the date of the passing of 
the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, hold the Veterinary 
Certificate of the Highland and Agricultural Society of 
Scotland, did on the 10th March, 1906, use the title of 
Veterinary Surgeon contrary to the provisions of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act.” Mr. J. F. Dunwoody, solici- 
tor, Monaghan, represented the College authorities, and 
Mr. Corr defended. 

Mr. Dunwoody read the section under which the 
prosecution was brought, and stated he appeared on 
behalf of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
The prosecution was taken on the ground that defendant 
was not registered or that he does not hold 4 certificate 
of the College, and that if he holds a certificate for the 
Colonies or any foreign country, he is not registered 
according to the Act. 

Mr. Corr said his client did hold a certificate. 

Mr. Dunwoody remarked that if Mr. Norris held a 
certificate it must be registered under section 13 of the 
Act, which he read, He then read a resolution adopted 
by the College authorities authorising a prosecution to 
be taken against Mr. Norris. 

Mr. Corr held this was not evidence. 

Mr. Richard Hamilton was then called and deposed 
I am a veterinary surgeon, and reside in Castleblayney. 
I formerly lived at 53 Elizabeth Street, Eaton Square, 
London. That is my name in the Register (prodneed). 
The defendant has a sign, “ Veterinary Surgeon, on a 
house in this town. His name never has been on the 
Register. 

Mr. Corr admitted using the title. 
A handbill issued by Mr. Norris was here shown to 
witness, who stated that it was authorised to be printed 
and published by Mr. Norris, and came from him. 
Mr. Corr: How do you know /--Witness : 
prove it. 
4 Mr. Dunwoody : On the 10th of March had Mr. Norris 
advertised in this town the title of Veterinary Surgeon ° 
—Witness: He had. ; 
addressing the Court, submitted that the 
summons was informal. The prosectition shonld have 
been instituted by the Conncil of the ‘ ollege, bnt the 
simmons made the complainants the “ Royal eee 
Section 19 of the Act stated that a prosecution oer ; 
be taken by the Council of the College. Mr. Corr also 
specify the place or county. AY 
cor has been prosecuted by this Royal 


can 


Present liabilities, 
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College because he has not got his name upon the regis- 
ter. It is not because he is not a competent man, or 
because he has not got a certificate, but because his name 
is not on the register. Mr. Norris having gone tu 
America, and having saved some money, entered a Col- 
lege there a: d received a diploma. He returned at the 
request of his family, and he is pounced upon because 
his name is not on this register. T weata's be surprised 
if Mr. Joseph Chamberlain drafted that statute (Langh- 
~ He here produced the certificate of the Chicago 
College. His client, he said, had served four years in 
the Veterinary College in Chicago, passed his examina- 
tion, and got the degree of Doctor. He came home, at 
the request of friends, and had been practising at Bally- 
bay to the satisfaction of the people for the past ten 
months. Referring to the statute, Mr. Corr pointed out 
that although it disallowed the use of the title “ Veteri- 
nary Surgeon” unless by those registered, it didn’t go 
so for as to say that his client couldn’t practice. They 
couldn’t prevent him from using his skill and knowledge 
here to the satisfaction of the public. Mr. Norris had 
written to the Royal College about the matter, and their 
reply was that the college in Chicago was not a recog- 
nised College. To prove his qualifications, he offered to 
attend an examination, and pay all fees, but no ; he mnst 
serve four years in the Royal College before he could be 
registered. After some further remarks, 

r. Dunwoody said he always feared Mr. Corr when 
he was eloquent, and especially when that eloquence was 
for the purpose of creating a feeling. Mr. Corr was 
wrong in suggesting that the case was bronght forward 
for any private motive. He (Vr. Dunwoody) had re- 
ceived his imstructions direct from the Royal College. 
Again, Mr. Corr had admitted his own weakness when 
he said that Mr. Norris had applied to be registered 
under his Chicago certificate. hy didn’t he rely upon 
section 19 of the Act, and say that the Collge must give 
reasonable and proper grounds for not puttiag Mr. Nor- 
ris’s name on the register. After going into the various 
points raised by Mr. Corr, Mr. Dunwoody concluded by 
saying that as Mr. Norris was not on the Register he 
wat not entitled to use the title of “Veterinary Sur- 
geon,” as it was absolutely illegal. . 

The Chairman questioned Mr. Dunwoody as to the 
form of summons, and said that the other magistrates 
felt that the town of Ballybay should have been specified 
as the place where the occurrence took place. 

Mr. Dunwoody held that this point was covered by 
“Ballybay Petty Sessions District” being on the sum- 
mons ; but if the magistrates held ditferently he would 
make an application to have “ Ballybay ” inserted. 

The Chairman said that according to Mr. Hamilton’s 
evidence the sign was on a house down town, but there 
was no proof that the house was occupied by Mr. Norris. 

Mr. Dunwoody : What he s id was that Mr. Norris 
had it on a house in this town. 

After consultation, the Chairman annonnced that the 
case was dismissed without prejudice. The magistrates 
were of opinion that in order to give them jurisdiction 
the place should have been stated in the charge. The 
Chairman suggested that Mr. Corrand Mr. Dunwoody 
should arrange an adjournment, but Mr. Dunwoody in- 
timated that he did not want an adjournment. 

Mr. Carson drew Mr. Dunwoody’s attention to the 
point raised by Mr. Corr regarding the College, and not 
the Council, being the complainants, but Mr. Dunwoody 
replied that there was nothing in that point. 

e understand that the case will be appealed. 


Motor Omnibuses and Side-Slip. 


In the Wandsworth County Court Judge Russell 
heard a case in which the Wandsworth and Putney Gas 
Light and Coke Company sued the London Road Car 


Company (Limited), of Grosvenor Road, Westminster, 
to recover £9 14s. 9d. for damage caused dy the negli- 
gent driving of the defendants’ motor omnibuses. Mr. 
Henry Watts appeared for the plaintiffs, and Mr. P.§, 
Aldridge represented the defendants. As to part of the 
claim defendants paid £5 13s. 6d. into Court, but with 
regard to the balance they plead:d that the damage 
arose through side slip on account of the greasy condi- 
tion of the roads, and they denied their hability. Mr. 
Watts said that, although the sum claimed was small, 
the case was one of considerable importance to gas com- 
panies, who were constantly having their lamps dama- 
ged by motor omnibuses ; and his clients’ loss under this 
head amounted to several hundred pounds per annum. 
Three police-constables gave evidence as to damage 
done to lamps in Putney High Street and Putney Bridge 
Road by the defendants’ motor omnibuses on the dates 
mentioned. In giving judgment his Honour said he 
thought it was quite impossible, in view of the evidence, 
for him to conclude that the drivers were guilty of 
negligence in the sense to make the Road Car Company 
liable. It was explained in each instance that the 
omnibus skidded, the road being slippery and greasy 
through the wet weather ; and he did not feel satistied 
that the putting on of the brake necessarily caused the 
skidding, or that it implied negligence. He therefore 
gave judgment for the defendants, and _ in view of the 
importance of the case, costs on “ A” scale.— The Times. 


The Journal of Tropical Veterinary Science. 


The advances which have been made in the investiga- 
tion of diseases of animals in tropical countries have 
been as great as in the case of diseases which afflict 
humanity and the advent of a journal in which scientific 
observations on these diseases in animals can be made 
will be heartily welcomed by all those who take an in- 
terest in comparative pathology. Many of these diseases 
are common to both man and animals, and during the 
last few years the importance of a properly trained and 
equipped staff of sealer veterinary workers in all our 
colonies has been fully acknowledged. The editors of 
this new paper are Major Pease, M.R.C.V.S., F.Z5, 
F.R.G.S., Principal of the Punjab Veterinary College; 
Captain Baldrey, F.R.C.V.S., F.R.GS., Professor of 
Sanitary Science in the Punjab Veterinary College; 
and Mr. R. E. Montgomery, M.R.C.VS., at present on 
special duty investigating camel diseases. The first 
number consists of some 120 pages and contains the fol- 
lowing articles: “A New Species of Trypanosoma to 
gether with a New Metrical Method of Standardising 
the Measurements of Trypanosomata,” by Professor A 
Lingard, M.B. Durh., M.R.C.S. Eng., D.P.H. Cantab, 
Imperial Bacteriologist to the Government of India: 
“Observation on Bilharziasis among Animals in India, 
by Mr. Montgomery ; “ Some Observations on Norma 
and Rinderpest Blood,” by Captain Baldrey ; “ Tibarsa 
Surra--Trypanosomiasis in the Camel,” by Major Pease; 
and “The Transmission of Trypanosomiasis Evans!, ° 
Prof. Lingard. The journal is published by Messts. 
Thacker, Spink and Co., Caleutta, and it can be 00- 
tained from Messrs. Thacker and Co., 1 Creed Lane, 
Ludgate Hill, E.C., the subscription being 1*s. 6d. an 
nnally.—TZhe Lancet. 


Personal. 


Colonel Josnua Arruur Nuyy, C.LE. DSO; 
F.R.C.VS., F.RS. (Edinburgh), F.R.GS., Prine 
Veterinary Officer for South Africa, was 
an Advocate of the Supreme Court on Wedn naa 
last. We understand that the Colonel does ot eh 94. 
to practice in the Transvaal.— Pretoria Vews, “a! 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


CHLOROFORM ANASTHESIA. 
Sir, 

I notice that Mr. Mayall disputes the accuracy of the 
text-books regarding the amount of chloroform necessary 
to anesthetise a horse. I fancy, however, that the large 
quantity of chloroform he finds necessary is due to his 
method of administering it. 

Mr. Mayall takes some trouble to allow the horse plenty 
of air. Many, perhaps most other practitioners, concern 
themselves chiefly to exclude air as far as possible, and I 
believe it is a fact (as stated by Capt. Martin in his recent 
paper) that the more air is admitted the more chloroform 
will be required to produce anesthesia. 

I express no opinion on the relative merit of the two 
methods, but I think Mr. Mayall’s practice fully accounts 
for the amount of chloroform he uses.—Yours truly, 


PRACTITIONER. 


Sir, 

One sentence in Mr. G. Mayall’s letter (V.R., April 7 
strikes me as being wrong. He writes ‘‘Six ounces of pure 
chloroform or twelve ounces of methylated chloroform is 
far nearer the mark than two to three ounces.” The 
writer has used chloroform as an anesthetic five times 
within the last three weeks for the horse and ox. Methy- 
lated chloroform was used in every case except one. In 
each the chloroform was administered to the animal while 
standing, 

Excision of cow’s eye. The time occupied in anesthetising 
and operating was six minutes, and two ounces of chloro- 
form were used. 

Castration of young bull. It is interesting to note that 
there appears to be no stage of hyperethesia in oxen. The 
quantity ased was exactly two ounces, and the time was 
seven minutes. 

Removal of tumour from cow’s neck. Immediately the 
muzzle containing chloroform on tow was strapped on the 
animal lay down. The time taken was thirteen and a half 
minutes, two ounces and six drachms of chloroform being 
used. The weight of the tumour was eight pounds. 

Castration of two-year-old colt. This operation was per- 
formed in a field on a very stormy day, and as a result more 
chloroform was used. As the firing iron had to be brought 
about eighty yards the time taken was a little longer than 
usual, namely, thirteen minutes. In this operation six and 
& half ounces were used. 

Removal of tumour from cow's jaw. Two and a half ounces 
of pure chloroform were used, and the operation lasted 
nearly fifteen minutes. There was profuse salivation in 
this case, and perhaps the cause was the chloroform. 

In every case ihe animals have had uneventful recoveries. 

y practitioners never provide themselves with more 

& Ix or eight ounce bottle of chloroform when going to 

sl operation. I think Mr. Mayall uses it too freely, and 
am certain if he tries smaller doses he will manage all right. 

Tn an essay read before the Edinburgh Veterinary Medi- 
cal Association last November the writer of this article said 

t the average dose of chloroform was four ounces. He 
advocated the free and bold use of chloroform anesthesia in 
| operations attended with pain, and his main reason for 
lng <0 was because he considered veterinarians the pro- 
per men to stamp out cruelty to animals. We can do more 
¥ our deeds than words in this connection. 
here are very few disadvantages standing in the way of 


The writer has seen many animals chloroformed and 
never has had a mishap, e.g. choking. Another point men- 
tioned by text-books is the smearing of animal’s muzzle be- 
fore applying the chloroform. This is a superfluous act. 
There is nothing so cruel as ignorance, and we should try 
while following our daily duties and performing operations 
to be as careful, expeditious, and merciful as possible. We 
should eschew severity in every form. The writer trusts 
that the days will soon be no more when the arrival of the 
horse doctor at a farm necessitates the assembling of half-a- 
dozen buffoons. The latter are usually possessed of stupidity 
and more or less strength. 

In the old-fashioned method of chloroforming colts or 
animals ropes had to be used, and many times the practi- 
tioners had narrow escapes from kicks. The practitioner 
was captain and gave orders to pull together, and down 
went the animal with a crash or thud sufficient to shake his 
limbs out of joint. Surely the younger members of the pro- 
fession will leave off this antiquated method. 

“The righteous man regardeth the life of his beast, but 
the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.’’ By using 
chloroform we gain confidence in operating because we 
know there is no infliction of unnecessary pain, or in other 
words—cruelty. Ruskin wrote, “He who is not actively 
kind is cruel.’’ It is the highest type of christian virtue to 
alleviate the sufferings of those that will not thank you. 
No cruel person can be a christain. 

Bn concluding, no more fitting words could be found than 
these :— 


‘* A man of kindness to his beast is kind, 
But brutal actions show a brutal mind, 
Remember He who made thee also made the brute, 
Who gave the speech and reason formed him mute. 
He can’t complain, but God’s omniscient eye 
Beholds thy cruelty, He hears his cry. 
He was designed thy servant and thy drudge, 
But, know that his creator is thy judge. 


W. J. Younc, M.R.C.V.S. 
Edinburgh. 


“WHAT WE THINK.” 


[To hand too late for insertion last week. | 

Sir, 

The public flaying alive of your hapless contemporary, 
as performed by you by means of your current editorial, 
must have afforded considerable interest to the profession. 
Possibly, however, some of the more humane of your 
readers, reading your editoria) and not having access to the 
one which evoked it, may be inclined to wonder whether 
such a piece of journalistic butchery as that in which you 
have indulged, was really a necessary or even a justifiable 
exploit. I, who have carefully read that portion of ihe 
Veterinary News of March 31st which professes to be the 
outcome of its editor’s meditations, feel inclined to express 
a strong opinion on this point. 

I do not think you have spoken one whit too strongly in 
condemnation of this miserable production, which I regard 
as the greatest disgrace to veterinary journalism that I have 
ever seen. It is disgraceful enough on account of its 
writer’s evident lack of education—for surely the first re- 
quirement for the writing of editorials is the ability to 
write them in correct and intelligible English. — 

But the method and nature—correctly described by you 

—of this atteck upon men, nearly all of whom have, in their 

various spheres, done good and abiding work for the veteri- 

nary profession—the petty malice of the writer and his con- 

stant appeal to the most narrow and sordid prejudices of 


his readers, combine to render the whole thing execrable 
beyong excuse. 


And as for the “ thinking,”’ I am, like you, 


Tee use of chloroform as an anesthetic for the domesti- disposed to class it as pathological. 


animals. Writers on this subject put too much 


This same “thinking ’’ would be amusing, if it were not so 


‘phasis on the : f th 1 consia- 
preparation and after attention of the) 45 ble, for the “thinker’s”’ notions of logic and consis 
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sneer at his desired victims on account of their alleged lack 
of altruism, and overlook the fact that he himself is appeal- 
ing to the individual selfishness of each of his readers? 
How, again, can he profess agreement with an extract he 
quotes from a recent editorial of your own, without seeing 
that that agreement involves condemnation of his own utter- 
ances regarding Prof. Axe’s book ? 

And finally—why does he, in the front page of The 
Veterinary News, assvil, as an injury to the profession, a 
book which The Veterinary News, in common with other 
journals, is assisting to sell ? 

The last point really is amusing. On the front page of 
The Veterinary News is a facsimile, apparently reduced in 
size, of an advertisement of Prof. Axe’s book in The Illustra- 
ted Sporting and Dramatic News, with an order form attached 
—which order form is addressed to the Gresham Publishing 
Co. and worded to show that the sender obtained it from 
that particular journal. This fac-simile is inserted in the 
‘editorial ’’ to serve as text and illustration thereof, and the 
guileless reader is expected to regard it as scandalous—as 
does the recounter of “‘ What We Think.”’ 

But in the advertisement columns of The Veterinary News 
itself (page 217), the guileless reader will certainly be sur- 
prised to find a whole page occupied by a very similar 
(though rather more enthusiastic) advertisement of Prof. 
Axe’s book, with an order form appended, which is 
precisely similar to the other, except that V. News is substi- 
tuted for S.D.N. And I refrain from further comment. 

Returning, however, to my first point, I think you have 
probably rendered a useful service to veterinary journalism, 
and thereby also to the whole profession. It is impossible 
to defend a single paragraph of that wretched ‘‘ editorial,’’ 
though itis possible, I think, to feel considerable pity for 
whoever was capable of writing it.. But the important 
thing is to prevent further instalmentgof such stuff being 
issued for the delectation of the lower stygta of the veteri- 
nary profession. Probably the best means to,this end were 
the certainly somewhat sanguinary ones you ha. chosen— 
and therefore, sir, I beg to congratulate you upon your per 
formance.—Yours faithfully, 


Hampstead, April 10th. 


W. Roger 


“THE HORSE” AND PRESCRIPTIONS. 
Sir, 

Whilst looking over The Veterinary Record a few weeks 
ago, I noticed where a member of the profession who had 
complained of prescriptions being published in Prof. Axe’s 
book, was asked to give the number of the page on which 
they appeared. In his reply he said he could not do this, 
but he was sure there were prescriptions in one of the books 
shown to him, but I think he explained that they might 
have been loxsely put in at the end of the book. Now I 
happened to have the representative who travels for this 
book call on me last week, and after turning over its pages 
he finished up by showing me what he called “a splendid 
lot of prescriptions.’’ These were printed on pages the 
same size as those of the book, bound by themselves, and 
just slipped in at the end. I was informed by him that 
these would be published in one of the succeeding volumes. 
Personally I do not think the book itself will do veterinary 
surgeons a lot of harm, but I do think that to go to the 
length of publishing paescriptions wholesale like this ought 
to be stopped before the succeeding volumes are published. 
Many members doing this would be charged with unpro- 
fessional conduct and perhaps struck off the register, and 
by those who, of course, ‘“‘never’’ wander from the profes- 
sional path. I myself once thought of taking my Fellow- 
ship degree, but now the fellowship of my educated (pro- 
fessionally) clients is quite enough for me. 

WORCESTERSHIRE. 


“THE MEETING OF COUNCIL.” 
Sir, 

Your report of the last quarterly meetingin The Veterinary 
Record of the 14th inst. is interesting reading, your editorial 
remarks thereon are also instructive. 

During the discussion of the report of the Finance Com- 
mittee some anomalies in connection with the annual 


printing of the Register were made apparent. The new 
copy of 1906 does not appear to be much improvement on 
those of former years, e.g. one finds the name of an 
assistant inspector of the Board of Agriculture has been 
duly placed in the list of members of the Royal College who 
are inspectors of the Board, and yet the same name appears 
in the body of the Register as that of a practitioner at 
Droitwich. 

Further, the name of a practitioner who resides in Cam- 
bridgeshire is placed in the body of the Register as that of 
ap inspector of the Board. Perhaps at least two voting 
papers muy be returned marked “dead’’ during the course 
of a few months. Both gentlemen are now alive and well. 

1t is quite refreshing to read the report of the Parliamen- 
tary Committee, and one is inclined to agree with you when 
you say that our governing body is alive to the best interests 
of the profession. It is wonderful how favourably your 
remarks compare with those which referred to the corres- 
ponding meeting last year; evidently that rusty old 
machine, the Parliamentary Committee, has been re-oiled 
and set running after its six years rest, even though the cost 


of a preliminary canter was £79 for the alteration of one 


word. 

Mr. Garnett’s appeal to veterinary surgeons outside the 
Council asking them to approach the members of the Police 
and Sanitary Committee of the House is surely the work of 
the members of Council, and probably no amount of 0 :tside 
personal effort would prevail. 

There still remains a lot more useful legislative work to 
be done by our Council, apparently a few prompters in the 
wings are still necessary.—Yours faithfully, 

Horace L. 


Ipswich. 


NUMBER OF FOALS. 
Sir, 

The following will be interesting, and beats Mr. Porritt’s 
letter in the April 7th number. 

I sold a brown thoroughbred mare, ‘“‘Swag,’’ by Mac- 
heath out of Booty, 17 years old, at the last Horse Show sales 
held in Dublin. Her stud history was a most unfavourable 
one, as she was barren in 1892, had dead foals in 1893, ’4, 
98 and slipped twins in 1900 and 1905. I sold her to go to 
Queensland, and I have last week received the following 
letter from Messrs. Dalgety & Co, 96 Bishopsgate Street 
Within, London, with whom the purchaser Mr. Cotton 
insured the mare, dated 16th February. ‘It may be inter- 
esting to you to know that the in-foal mare “Swag’”’ which 
I insured through you and brought out with me in 58.5. 
“Moravian,” slipped four filly foals—three chestnuts and 
one brown—ten days after arrival here. As your risk ex- 
pired the day she arrived safely here I can unfortunately 
make no claim under the policy. She foaled six weeks 
before her time. I am afraid testing her so often with 
mallein test (four times) in Sydney may have had something 
to do with it, but this is only a surmise.”’ 

The mare was in foal to “Sir Hugo,’”’ and was a most 
excitable mare, which was really the cause of her slipping 
her foals so often. I think it is a record case. ; 

Wn. F.R.C.V.S. 

The Athgarvan Stud, 

Curragh, Co. Kildare. Sie 
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